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Greater Than Tne 
4 'RED SPECIAL" 

By J. L. ENGDAHL. 

THE NATIONAL Socialist Party 
has something greater for this 
year's campaign than the great 
"Red Special" of 1908! 

You e-uessed it— THE BENSON 
CAMPAIGN LEAFLETS. 

There will be ten of these leaflets, 
one each week for ten weeks, from 
now on to the end of the campaign. 

The material that goes into the 
first of this series of leaflets appears 
on this page. When this was being 
written more than 000,000 copies of 
this first leaflet had been ordered. 
Additional orders were being received 
in every mail 

I make ihe guess that one million 
copies of this first leaflet will be 
spread over the land — the first big 
message to the workers of the na- 
tion in this campaign. 

An Increasing Audience. 

The second leaflet will "reach a 
greater circulation; the third leaflet 
will go to an increased number of 
workers, and so on to the tenth leaf- 
let that will be distributed on Sun- 
day, November 5, on the very eve of 
the national election, Tuesday, No- 
vember 7. 

The voices of 'Gene Debs and the 
other speakers who travelled with 
the "Red Special" reached only a few 
thousand each day. The capitalist 
press reproduced very little of their 
speeches. The circulation of the So- 
cialist press was small, reaching very 
few non-Socialists. Nevertheless, un- 
der those handicaps, the great "Red 
Special" did noble work. 

Millions Every Week. 



m 



It 



Ideals stand no chance in this wotld 
because deals bring in more cash. 

Capitalism provides a market 
which principle may be sold. 

Money talks in all languages, 
says always, Starve and slave. 

When the workers "get wise" they 
will get whatever else they want. 

The workers have at least one 
thing left them-— that is, microbes. - 

The hands can never be free so long 
as the head is bound. 

A sucker is born every minute in 
order to absorb the lies that come 
into existence at least one a second. 

Despite the dry weather _Mr. 
Hughes seems to find an abundance 
of mud to sling about. 

Solve and- dissolve are synonymous. 
To solve the problem of unemploy- 
ment we must dissolve capitalism. 

The greatest disgrace of the twen- 
tieth century is that there is still 
poverty in the world. 

The ballot is a mighty fine swat- 
ter when directed against the pests 
of society. 

Bonds are no less a mark of bond- 
age when they are made of paper 
than when forged of iron. 

You will never get anything, even 
a licking, unless you invite it. Might 
as well invite success to the workers 
as failure. 



Here's The First Of The Ten Benson Leaflets 



While the job is not often trans- 
mitted to the children, very often the 
mortgage is. 



Socialism will destroy the "homes" 

, „ rf . that are maintained by charity, by 

„ „iii: M I removing the need of them. 
But imagine reaching one million & . __ 

workers on the first week of the , Every man has some fool idea, but 

distribution of these Benson leaflets; j some manage to sell it, and that is 

more than 100,000 for each day in j w i lat counts. 

the week. Soon it will be 200,000 each! 

day, th';n a quarter million, then per- j Sure, life is worth living. But so 

haps half a million a day before the ! many merely exist and do not truly 

casting of the ballots begins; three I live. 

of four million a week! 



This can be done 
Look at Oklahoma! The comrades 
in this state will distribute 280,000 
each week; and Oklahoma is only one 
of the 48 states. 

The distribution of these leaflets 



Construct society on a co-operative 
basis and there will be no longer need 
of the preventative measures which 
reformers advocate. 



„,, ,. A .- ^ There are no property rights. What 

The distribution of these w«iew for guch ^ mer( ? r th{J ivile 

requires more work than was needed * , . , . Rnpnri i ftl i nrnner 



to arrange and attend a meeting dur 
ing the tour of the "Red Special". 
It will demand an organisation with 
a system and a brain behind it. It 
•requires greater care and energy -to yvju 
nroperly distribute 1 ,000 leaflets j ^ ote 
than it does to arrange for a meeting 



ges that have been accorded proper- 
ty. 



Look over your effects, and you will 
discover the effect pf the system that 
you have been sustaining^ by your 



for 1,000 persons. But if you can get 
1.000 workers reading .1,000 leaflets, 
vou will accomplish greater good 
than can be achieved by a meeting 
with an attendance of 1,000. Milwau- 
kee was carried for Socialism by its 
bund 1 ^ brigade. Oklahoma will be 
carried for Socialism by the farmers 
who spend their night* after the day's 
work is over, riding from one farm- 
house to another leaving pieces of 
Socialist literature behind them. The 
government of the United States will 
be captured by the Socialists only 
after the workers of the nation have 
become readers of Socialist liter- 
That's why this great liter- 



Again the old parties are con- 
demning the effects of capitalism, 
but never do they get to the cause of 
the effects, capitalism itself. 

A pauper and an investor are alike. 
They both live at the expense of so- 
ciety, and both are products of a dis- 
honest system. 

The reformer tells you just how 
much capitalism shall be permitted 
to steal from labor. The revolutionist 
declares that all theft shall cease. 

Classes are wrong. But classes are 
facts. They are a product of capital - 
a~uve. irmi-s wny s»>«" i s m. They must be recognized in or- 
ature campaign is greater than the i der t ^ at £hey may be done away with. 
"Red Special". ' ■ 



"Educator" For This Year. 

The "Red Special" was great in its 
f l a y — it was an agitator. It gripped 
the imagination of men and women. 

Four years and eight years from 
now we will all look back on the 
"1916 Literature Campaign" as the 
greatest effort of the Socialist move- 
ment up to its time. The "Red Spe- 
cial" was an agitator. This "Liter- 
ature Campaign" is an educator. It 
will grip, the minds of men and 
women. And on top of this "Liter- 
ature Campaign" we will build the 
greatest political organization this 
country has ever known. 

All Depends On You. 

TIip success of this great work — 
this "Literature Campaign"— depends 
on the efforts of every Socialist local, 
every Socialist, every Socia'ist voter, 
every Socialist sympathizer in the 
land. 

Order a bunch of those leaflets 
for distribution in your neighborhood. 
Ttre price is 50 cents per thousand; 
$5 for 1,000 each week for 10 weeks, 
10,000 in all; order larger or smaller 
quantities just as you choose. 

If you can't distribute these leaf- 
lets, you can send in a contribution 
to pay for sending these leaflets to 
some worker unable to buy them. 

Make your voice heard at the Na- 
tional Campaign Headquarters, So- 
cialist Party, 803 W. Madison St., 
Chicago. 



Capitalism has almost put an end 
to private property. More than half 
the property of America is to-day 
corporate property. 

The Mexican trouble is too handy 
a thing with which to put an end to 
strikes to be permitted to die out in 
America. 



When the judge who struck the 
Danbury hatters a death blow behind 
their backs talks in favor of labor he 
is doubtless talking thru his hat. 

When the president issues fine 
phrases about the dignity of labor, 
it is well to remember how helpless 
he stood before Emperor Rockefel- 
ler in the Colorado controversy. 

The cost of living is so high that 
the world has been forced to low 
living. The masters clearly intend 
that the workers of America shall be 
starved into submission. 



FARMERS FOR BENSON. 

The farmers who read "The Or- 
ganized Farmer", which is issued 
weekly by the American Co-operative 
Association at Wausau, Wis., are vot- 
ing more than three to. one in favor 
of Allan L. Benson, the Socialist 
candidate for president, as against 
Hughes and Wilson. Here is the re- 
sult of the straw vote as announced 
in the current issue: 

Socialist, Benson 179 

Republican, Hughes 27 

Democrat, Wilson 31 

In commenting on this \ote the 
editor of "The Organized Farmer" 
says: 

"While the above shows only a very 
small part of our readers voting, less 
than one per cent, still it gives some 
idea of how the farmers 'who are 
growing rich and fat' under- the pros- 
perity of the two last mentioned par- 
ties feel about it. 

Surel The farmers are waking up! 



It is too bad that the toilers who 
know they are exploited cannot free 
themselves and leave the fools slaves. 
But the fools have the power to keep 
all enslaved. 

The campaign will be a battle with 
snuirt guns, in which Wilson and 
Hughes will shoot at each other in 
fun in order to keep the workers 
from shooting at the criminal cap- 
italism that supports them both. 

The man who thinks he can't con- 
vert another never does. If you 
can't do the job alone, you may ac- 
complish the result by sending out 
literature and letting the other man 
talk for you. 

Wayland used to say that when a 
man is listening to a speech he was 
armed against it, but when reading 
an argument he might kick all he 
wished but he would still get back 
to the silent argument. 

Some one says that the trust is a 
thing of the past — that holding com- 
panies have taken their place. The 
trust has gone out in the same sense 
that the Standard Oil company has 
been dissolved. 

There are suckers who will vote for 
Wilson in order to keep Hughes from 
getting it, and other suckers who 
will vote ^or Hughes to keep Wilson 
from getting it. These suckers are 
the real cause of the subjugation of 
labor. 



What Do Vou Care? 



By ALLAN L. BENfcuN. 
Socialist Candidate For President.. 

WHAT DO you care whether the slief 
of the coast and geodetic surveyf is 
a scientist or a horse doctor ? 

What do you csre if the national wealth 
has increased forty-one billions since. My. 
Wilson became President? Have you any' of 
the billions? Morgan and Eockefeller have 
got a good many Of the millions that intake 
up those billions but have you got anything 
from your work but a bare living? 

I refer, to these matters because Mr. 
Hughes and Mr. Wilson are making much of 
them. The day Mr. Hughes was nominated 
he telegraphed to the chairman of the re r 
publican convention that he would accept 
the nomination because a crisis confronted 
the country. Mr. Hughes' western speeches 
show how he rises to the requirements of a 
crisis. They also show how utterly incapable 
he is of understanding either popular needs 
or public dangers. Mr. Hughes has done 
nothing but fly speck the Wilson administra- 
tion over trifles. 

* * * * 

THINK of a candidate for the Presidency, 
in such times as these wasting his breath to 
denounce the Wilson administration because 
it removed' a scientist from the head of the 
Coast and Geodetic Survey and appointed as 
Mr. Hughes said. "An excellent Stock Breed- 
er and Veterinary Surgeon". 

Think of the same candidate in the next 
breath, denouncing the administration be- 
cause it appointed a son of "Battery Dan" 
Finn to a place in the New York Customs 
House. 

Is such a man* promising material for tite* 
White House? 

Does Mr. Wilson show much fitness for 
the White House when he boasts of a pros- 
perity that means hundreds of millions to 
a few and nothing but work and a bare liv- 
ing to the rest? 

American working men and women who 
fail to follow the reasoning back of these 
questions will do so at their peril. 

It is of the utmost importance to the 
working class of this country whether it is 
governed in the interests of a few or of 
everybody. 

* * * * 

MR. ROCKEFELLER knows the im- 
portance of having a government that will 
sustain the system that has made him al- 
most if not quite a billionaire. 

Mr. Morgan knows the importance of 
having a government that will sustain the 
same system in his behalf. 

The inhabitants of the richest country in 
the world own none of its riches, because 
unlike Rockefeller and Morgan they do not 
realize the necessity of having a government 
at Washington that will not sustain a state 
of things that makes a few multi-millionaires 
while keeping everybody else hard pressed 
for bread. 

MR. WILSON boasts that his administra- 
tion has made this country prosperous. 

Why did Mr. Wilson's administration fail 
to bring prosperity to this country until an 
unparalleled war in Europe had dumped bil- 
lions of gold into America? 

* * He * 

MR. WILSON boasts that since he be- 
came President, the national wealth has in- 
creased forty-one billions. Who has the 
forty-one billions? Is the working class be- 
coming rich? Or are Mr. Morgan and Mr. 
Rockefeller becoming richer? Down in Wall 
St. they say that J. P. Morgan, Jr., has ac- 
cumulated more money since the European 
war began than his father gathered to- 
gether in all the years, of his life. 

Mr v Wilson is pleased to announce that 
the Railroads are enjoying unexampled pros- 
perity, their profits last year averaging 
$4,100 a mile. 

The 400,000 railroad men who voted to 
strike apparently did not get much of this. 
Who did get it ? The stockholders of the rail- 
ways, of course. How many of them are 
there ? According to the latest reports .to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, there 



He Writes The Leaflets 




ALLAN L. BENSON. 



are not more than 600,000. The $4,100 a mile 
of profits were therefore entirely absorbed 
b\ a little group who represent but six 
tenths pf one per cent of our population. 
More than that a few big railway interests 
got more of the loot than did all the rest of 

the 600,000 stockholders. 

* * * * 

MR. WILSON joyfully mentions that dur- 
ing the last year almost six hundred million 
dollars worth of food supplies were ex- 
ported, "a gain of 140 per cent over the ex- 
ports during the last year of the Taft ad- 
ministration." 

Why should Mr. Wilson exult over that? 
Why should we exult over it? Do not our 
grocers tell us that we are paying constantly 
increasing prices for food because so much 
food is being shipped i.O- Europe ? Isn'k that 
why meat is high ? Isn't that why the price 
of flour has increased $2 a barrel during the 
last month ? Are the farmers getting all of 
this increased cost of living? By no means. 
The increased price paid to farmers for 
wheat last year amounted to $12 for each 
farmer. Food speculators are getting the 
money. 

» * * » 

THIS country is not being run in the in- 
terests of those who live here and are pro- 
ducing its wealth. It's being run in the in- 
terests of a few. A few own industrial 
America — our railroads, our great man- 
ufacturing establishments and our natural 
resources. 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF AMERICA 
IS ORGANIZED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
RESTORING AMERICA TO THE AMER- 
ICAN PEOPLE. 

* * * * 

WE SOCIALISTS do not regard America 
as only a great cow to be milked by the 
Rockefellers and the Morgans. We believe 
the great industries of the nation should be 
owned by the people, thru the government. 
We believe the government should also be 
owned by the people and operated in their 
.interests and -only their interests, we are 
weary of a system of private ownership 
under ..which, after more than a hundred 
years of hard labor the richest country on 
earth is owned by a few while the rest are 
struggling hard for a living. 

We demand public ownership of the great 
industries in which so many millions of us 
must work and upon whose product our lives 
are dependent.' 

We are not willing to work only when we 
can work at a profit for Rockefeller and we 
are not willing when we work to take only 
a bare living and give the rest of the value 
we produce to Rockefeller. 

WE URGE ALL WELL DISPOSED MEN 
AND WOMEN TO HELP RESTORE 
AMERICA TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, 
AND, BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, WE 
MEAN ALL WHO LIVE AND LABOR IN 
AMERICA. 



In Leaflet Form! 



NOTE. — This article by Allan L. Benson, our can- 
didate for president, goes into the first leaflet of 
the series of ten — the ten Benson Campaign Bomb- 
shells — that will be issued during the campaign. 
You should place your order for this and the re- 
maining nine leaflets immediately with the National 
Campaign Headquarters, Socialist Party, 803 West 
Madison Street, Chicago. The price is 50 cents per 
1,000; $5 for 1,000 each of the series of ten, 10,000 
in all. 



Here is about the richest thing 
that has happened yet in American 
politics. J. Frank Hanly, Prohibition 
candidate for President, in accepting 
the. nomination in the usual formal 
speech, bluntly informed the people 
that the delegates of the recent St. 
Paul convention didn't know what 
they were about when they incorpor- 
ated planks favoring the initiative, 
referendum and recall in ..the party 
platform and that he would repudiate 
them, as being "subversive of repre- 
sentative government." The decent 
thing for Hanly to have done would 
have been to decline the nomination. 



Two Million To Cast First 
Vote; How'll They Use It? 



Candidates Start 
National Tours 



By WM. F. KRUSE. 
National Secretary, Y. P. S. L. 

WHILE THE old political 
wiseacres are scratching their 
heads and worrying about 
doubtful states, and favorite sons, 
and a lot of other pre-campaign shop 
talk, there is one factor that seems 
to be quite generally lost sight of, 
and that is the part that the young 
voters will play in the coming 
election. 

The importance of this is not gen- 
erally realized, but it Taecomes im- 
mediately apparent when we note 
that more than 700,000 young people 
(640,000 young men and 71,000 young 
women) will cast their first vote this 
year. Disregarding all naturalized 
citizens, and allowing a considerably 
smaller average for the last four 
years we And that more than two 
million young people will cast their 
first Presidential ballot in this 
election. Two million votes 1 These 
are not to be sneered at, and in addi- 
tion, adding to their power and in- 
fluence we must reckon that at least 
one million of those who vote at one 
Presidential election refrain from 
doing so at the next. Two million 
youngsters and half of that number 
old-fogey stay-at-homes. There is 
power in those words. 

* * * *• 

WE SEE a considerable amount of 
speculation as to the size of the total 
1916 vote. Just what it will be no 
one can tell, but it is quite safe to 
predict that it will not be so very 
much over fifteen million. In the face 
of the enormous interest aroused by 
the special issues of the 1012 cam- 
paign the vote was barely over that 
»ui»ber T and it, never rises under any 
circumstances much more than a 
million in four years. In fact during 
the eight-year period between 1896 
and 1904 there was an actual de- 
crease, while from 1904 to 1912 we 
find but a small increase in the face 
of all the special features of the cam- 
paign. There are six million votes at 
least that are in doubt so it is easy 
to see that there never was a more 
opportune time than this in which to 
fight our hardest battles . for pro- 
gress. 

Our task is to reach all progres- 
sive minded people with our mes- 
sage. And this applies especially to 
the young voters, they are generally 
the easiest to reach with the justice 
of our views, and they have the most 
at stake in our success. Old fogeys 
are sunk deep in their lethargy, and 
at any rate they will not have much 
longer to put up with conditions, no 
matter how bad they become. But 
young people have all their lives yet 
to live, they are passionately fond of 
liberty and of happiness — here is the 
only way for them to realize it, thru 
the ascendency of the socialist move- 
ment. There are six million doubtful 
votes in this election, nine-tenths of 
them belong to us, if we can but put 
up the proper campaign lo reach 
them. 

* * » • 

WE HAVE made great efforts in 
the past, and we have made some 
worth-while gains. We should never 
forget that the socialist movement 
was the only one that made any pro- 
gress during the fight of 1912, that 
! the socialists were the only real win- 
ners. Wilson was elected, to be sure, 
but that by no mans signifies the 
great Democratic victory that some 
think it does, for in his victory he 
received 117,226 votes less than did 
Bryan, in 1908, when he was de- 
feated. It was one of those back- 
sliding "victories". And the Republi- 
cans fared no better, for even when 
we combine the regular republican 
with the progressive vote we find 
that Taft and Roosevelt together in 
1912, received 69,674 less than did 
one of them alone in 1908. On the 
other hand the Socialist Party gained 
476,574 votes over and above its total 
for 1908, more than doubling the old 
record and gaining more than three 
times as many votes as its combined 
competitors lost!! 

It does not take vast majorities to 
elect in this country. The number of 
first Presidential voters alone, two 
million of them will be able to swing 
the result either way. The vote of 
those who will vote for the first time 
in their lives, about, three-quarters 
of a million is more than enough to 
throw the die in a tight place. In 
1880 Garfield was elected President 
by only 9,646 votes; in 1884 Cleve- 
land won over Blaine by about 23,000, 
practically 3 per cent of these who 
will, on November 7th, cast their 
first ballots. The power lies in our 
hands now, it all depends on how we 
use it. 

The Socialist Party is the party of 
today! Its mission is here, its time is 
now. It espouses the cause of Youth 
and of Progress, and all those who 
hold these dear should lend their 
support to the Socialist cause in this 
great crisis of human affairs 



By MAX SHEROVER. 
Manager, Speakers' Bureau; 

HEY'RE bff! 
Who? 

The Standard Bearers of the 
Socialist Party. Allan L. Benson and 
George R. Kirkpatrick will be firing 
the first guns in the gigantic cam- 
paign as you read these lines. 

Comrade Benson starts on his pre- 
sidential speaking tour, Sunday, 
August 27. From that day till 
Election Day he will tour the country 
from end to end, rousing the workers 
to a realization of their own power, 
He will re-enforce his TEN 42 Centi- 
meter Leaflet Shells with about sixty 
speeches that will make Wall street 
tremble. 

Comrade Kirkpatrick went down 
into Oklahoma early this month and 
has been on the go there ever since, B 
addressing audiences of farmers that" 
run into the thousands. The message 
comes back from Oklahoma that the 
state will be painted a bright red on 
the map of Socialist victories. Com- 
rade Kirkpatrick will start on his re- 
gular campaign tour, Sept. 3, when 
he will open up with two gigantic 
meetings in one day — at East Liver- 
pool, Ohio, in the afternoon and at 
Salem, Ohio, in the evening. 

Below is given but a partial list 
of the cities in which the national 
candidates will appear. From these 
locals comes word of great encour- 
agement to those in the National Of- 
fice. Tickets are selling fast and it 
is hard to get halls that will hold the 
immense throngs that will turn out 
to hear our message this year. 
Readers of The American Socialist 
should clip the list of towns and make 
an effort to attend and bring along 
as many workers as possible from 
nearby cities, villages and towns. The 
complete route for Comrades Benson, 
and Kirkpatrick will be published in 
next week's issue of The American 
Socialist. Local secretaries of cities 
in which the candidates will appear 
should read these articles as they 
appear from time to time and follow 
out the suggestions given as to ad- 
vertising methods, literature sales 
and collections at meetings. For fur- 
ther information apply to Speakers' 
Bureau, National Office Socialist 
Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 

BENSON ROUTE For SEPTEMBER 
(Comrade Allan L. Benson will be 
accompanied by Comrade Geo H 
Goebel, of Newarkk, N. Jv ^ - *'dl 
co-operate with the locals and help 
them make the meetings come off in 
good order and with maximum re- 
sults to the local.) 

AUGUST CITY 



27 Elizabeth N. J. 2:45 P.M. 

28 Open Date 

29 York; Pa, 

30 Hagerstown, Md. 

31 Williamsport, Pa. 

SEPTEMBER 

1 Rochester, Pa. 

2 "Washington, Pa. 

3 Bellaire, Ohio 

4 Open Date 

5 Oil City, Pa. 

6 Cleveland, Ohio 

7 Grand Rapids, Mich. 

8 Kalamazoo, Mich. 

9 En Route 

10 Elwood, Ind., 2:30 P. M, 

11 Dubuque, la. 

12 Rock Island, 111. 

13 Muscatine, la. 

14 Des Moines, la. 

15 Ottumwa, la. 

16 St. Louis Mo. 

17 Staunton, 111. 

18 Terre Haute, Ind. 

19 Indianapolis, Ind. 

20 Portsmouth, O. 

21 En Route 

22 Buffalo, N. Y. 

23 Rochester, N. Y. 

24 New York City, 3 P. M. 

25 Providence, R. I. 

26 Manchester, N. H. 

27 Boston, Mass. 

28 Philadelphia, Pa. 

29 Brooklyn, N. Y. 

30 Syracuse, N. Y. 

KIRKPATRICK SEPTEMBER TOUR 
(Comrade Kirkpatrick travels 

alone. He will finish his work in 
Oklahoma, September 1, and frem 

there go direct to East Liverpool 
Ohio.) 

SEPTEMBER CITY 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 



East Liverpool, O., 

2:30 P. M. 
Salem, Ohio, 8:00 P. M. 
Brownsville, Pa. 
Fairmont, W. Va^ 
Huntington, W. Va. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Norwood, Ohio (Cincin- 
nati) 
Open Date. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
Racine, Wis. 
Lincoln, 111. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Brookland, Ark. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Roanoke, Va. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
New Haven, Conn. 
Boston, Mass. 
New York City, 3 P. M. 
Evergreen, L.I., N. Y. 
Jersey City, N. J. 
Lynn, Mass. 
New Bedford, Mass. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Newark, N. J. 



The man who knows he has the 
ability to produce good things, con- 
demns the system that keeps him 
from producing them. 



50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs of Pour or More. 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



Railroad Men Do Not Now Meet Soldiers With Bayonets At The White House! 



By ADOLPH GERMER. 

NO GREATER example of the power of 
unity is needed than the visit of the 
railway employes to the White House. 

Had that same delegation of railroad men 
who threaten to tie up every road in the 
country gone to the White House ten years 
ago, they would have been met by soldiers 
with fixed bayonets. The railroad men were 
not organized as solidly then as they are now 
and were not the same force to be reckoned 
with. 

It used to be that representatives of labor 
who threaten to strike would be driven from 
Washington and it would still happen if they 
were only a handful. But now that the train 
service is completely organized and that the 



engineers, firemen, conductors, brakemen 
and switchmen are acting together, they 
have brought the national administration to 
its knees and a cordial invitation is extended 
to them to come to the White House. It may 
be a huge political trick to give Wilson credit 
for saving the country from disaster and 
thereby boost his candidacy. Be that as it 
may, labor has been asked to the White 
House where heretofore the representatives 
of labor were obliged to beg for a hearing. 
* * * * 

AN OBJECT LESSON. 

THE experience of the Railroad Brother- 
hoods should be an object lesson to the work- 
ers in every other industry and should ac- 
tuate them to complete their organization to 
perfection. The Railroad Brotherhoods are 



no longer obliged to beg. The power* they 
possess thru their powerful organizations 
enables them to command, and that is the 
why of the invitation from Washington. 

Of course, the Brotherhoods can not afford 
to become intoxicated with power and dis- 
regard their sister unions. If the unions in 
the shop service should return the treat- 
ment accorded them by the Brotherhood, 
in case the latter should be compelled to re- 
sort to a strike, results would be disastrous. 
The roads could man the trains and have the 
shop men to keep them in repair. However, 
let us hope that the shop men will forget 
the past and that every one employed in the 
railway service will respond to the call should 
a strike be necessary. 



COMBINE WITH MINERS. 

AND STILL another step can be taken to 
strengthen the position of labor. There is 
no reason in the wide world why the railroad 
workers should not have a working agree- 
ment with the miners. The railroad men 
haul the coal that the miners produce. The 
miners mine the coal hauled by railroad men 
and shoveled into locomotives by the firemen. 

Railroading and mining are two basic in- 
dustries that, if the workers in them were 
fully organized and worked together, they 
would not only be invited to the White House 
but could give orders to the White House. 
They would have just as much right to do 
it as Wall Street. 

Altho many have not agreed with the past 
policies of the Railroad Brotherhoods and 



altho leaving the proposition to Wilson may 
be a political trick to gain political prestige, 
every Socalist wants to see the railroad men 
come out triumphant. And should it come 
to the worst, the Socialist Party as in the 
past will be found on the side of labor. In 
the meantime, we cannot afford to overlook 
the valuable lesson the case of the railroad 
men teaches. Workers divided reap scorn 
and contempt. Workers united merit and 
command respect. This has forceful appli- 
cation to the political movement as well. The 
moment we build up a party membership of 
several hundred thousand and boost the vote 
into the millions, we will command the 
respect of the nation and our progress will 
be easier and more rapid. ' 
Our watchword must be ORGANIZATION. 



Hunger! 



Cable reports bring the news that the Ger- 
man Socialists are distributing: anti-war leaf- 
lets in spite of the strict censorship and the 
heavy penalties attached to violations of im- 
perialist decrees. While the heavy hand of 
militarism has throttled the truth cut of the 
public press, the distribution of leaflets of- 
fers an excellent avenue for publicity con- 
cerning actual conditions in the Fatherland. 
One of the leaflets distributed by the Social- 
ist* was headed, in large letters, "HUNGER". 
Translated it reads as follows: 

The inevitable has come to pass. 
Famine! 

In Leipzig, Berlin, Charlottenburg, 
Brunswick, Magdeburg, Koblenz, Os- 
nabruck and many other towns there 
have been riots by the famished 
people in front of the food stores.' 
And the government of this state of 
siege, to the hungry cry of the mas- 
ses, has only one reply to make — a 
state of siege, salvos fired by the 
police and military patrols. 

Should Have Foreseen Blockade. 

Mr. von Bethmann-Hollweg accus- 
es England of the crime of having 
caused famine in Germany, and the 
partisans of war to the death and 
the supporters of the government re- 
peat this idle talk. But the govern- 
ment should have known that it was 
inevitable; that war with Russia, 
France and England would result in 
the blockade of Germany. Since the 
beginning of time it has been the 
custom of noble souled peoples dur- 
ing war to harm each other econom- 
ically and prevent the importation of 
food. War, the assassination of 
peoples, is the crime; the plan of 
starvation is merely a consequence of 
this crime. 

"Cruel enemies have 'encircled' us," 
cry the makers of war. Why have you 
adopted a policy that has brought 
about this "encircling"? is the sim- 
plest counter question. Any imperial- 
istic policy for prey is a crime, and 
this has been the policy of all states. 
But the German government adopted 
an imperialistic policy whereby it at- 
tacked all other states, entered into 
conflict with all and finally, allying it- 
self ^ith the corpse state of Austria 
anc' ith Turkey, whose failure was 
u.! able, it forcibly caused this 
world war. 

Victories In Place Of Food. 

And after criminally plotting this 
world war it has made itself still 
more culpable. Its government has 
done nothing to check this famine. 
And why? Because it does not harm 
the governmental cliques, the capital- 
ists, the country squires or the usur- 
ers of food products who are benefit- 
ing by it. Because if, at the begin- 
ning of the war, serious measures had 
been taken to prevent famine and 
misery, the blind masses would have 
recognized the redoubtable gravity 
of the situation and their enthusiasm 
over the war would soon have died 
down. This is why the masses have 
been appeased by cries of triumphant 
victories while they have been deliv- 
ered over to the agrarian usurers and 
capitalists. 

With the cry, "Hold out until the 
end," by which Scheidemann (leader 
of the socialists supporting the gov- 
ernment) and his associates have 
rendered the government great ser- 
vice, an attempt has been made to 
prevent the people from looking 
ahead. The reigning classes did not 
wish to abandon their mad plans of 
annexation and they lied to the people 
when they said, "If we hold out till 
the end Germany will dictate peace 
and will dominate the world." The 
people were also deceived by the sta- 
tement that "the German submarines 
will prevent England's importation; 
England will implore peace and then 
the war will end." 

These are stories for children. The 
submarine war has procured new 
enemies for Germany, but it is out 
of the question to think of its pre- 
venting England's importations, even 
if Germany had ten times the number 
of submarines it now has. 

Then we were deceived by the de- 
liberate lie that "the Balkan cam- 
paign will give Germany space in 
which to breathe; we shall receive 
large quantities of food from Turkey." 
All well informed people know that 
Turkey cannot deliver anything, since 
there is a scarcity of food in Con- 
stantinople and the coast towns of 
Asia Minor, and that the Turkish 
government cannot feed its own ar- 
my. 

Now, to console us, we are remind- 
ed of the harvest to come; all misery 
will end with the arrival of the new 
corn. This also is a deliberate lie. A 
simple calculation shows us that in 
the course of twenty-two months of 
war two harvests have beea consum- 
ed, plus the large reserves in fodder, 
sugar and other products that were 
stored in the country at the beginning 
of the war, furthermore all "requisi- 
tioned" food in the occupied territor- 
ies in Belgium, the north of France, 
Poland, Lithuania, Kurland, Serbia 
and what was imported from Holland 
and the Scandinavian countries. 

Now there is nothing left. The 
occupied territories' have been drain- 
ed; men are even now dying of hun 
ger in Poland and Serbia. The neutral 
states are hermetically closing down 
on the exportation of food products 
because they themselves have not 
enough. Our harvest cannot render 
much, for the fields have not been 
Mifficiently cultivated because of lack 



Did you notice that the Wilson administration countermanded 
orders to mobilize 25,000 more soldiers on the Mexican border. This 
happened when the general railroad strike loomed biggest. 1 What 
did the Wilson administration intend to do with these 26,000 soldiers 
in case of a strike? ANSWER PRESIDENT WILSON! 




WHO RULES THE RAILS? 

The one hundred and forty-eight 
railroads of this country are con- 
trolled by sixty-five directors; 
they in turn are under the domin- 
ance of sixteen banks, and these 
sixteen banks are in the hands of 
three Wall Street interests. These 
men, constituing perhaps a direct- 
ing group of twelve, are all located 
in one short block in Wall Street. 
— W. S. Stone, President Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Engineers. 



Are You Interested In 
Our Socialist Schools? 



such lessons now in use, and for sug- 
gestions. 

I most earnestly appeal td all who 
value the Sunday School work and 
appreciate Its needs to lend a helping 
hand. 

Send all material to me at Old Ben- 
nington, Vermont. 



NATIONAL GUARDSMAN:— Your boss didn't arm me and send me to 
the border for nothing. When you strike I'LL BE READY FOR YOU! 



of labor, fertilizer and seed sowing. 
The number of cattle is limited. 
"Food Dictator" Comes Too Late. 

We are told that a "dictator of food 
products" will attend to their proper 
distribution. It is too late. The usur- 
ers of food products have accomplish- 
ed their work. To collar them now 
would serve no purpose. There is not 
enough food left to "distribute" in a 
manner that would satisfy the people. 

This is the naked truth. 

The people have been cut off. Crim- 
inal capitalists, tolerated by the gov- 
ernment have done the rest. 

What will happen? The war may 
continue for six months more, per- 
haps for a year, leaving the men to 
die slowly of hunger. But then the 
future generation will be sacrificed. 
To the horrible sacrifices in dead and 
mutilated on the fields of battle will 
be added other victims — children and 
women — who will perish from lack 
of food. 

And even then the end will not 
have come, for this war can no longer 
be concluded bv force of arms, even 
if it lasts one or two years more. 
German militarism, after all its 
"victories," finds itself in a blind al- 
ley. If the war continues it will be 
solely because the people tolerate this 
infamy. 

Calls On Working Class To Rise. 

Men and women of the laboring 
classes, it is with us that the respon- 
sibility rests. Either the working 
classes will continue to persist in 
their idiotic resignation, which will 
cause long infirmity and a miserable 
decline, or the proletariat will rise, 
deny their services to the government 
and the reigning classes and force 
them to make peace. 

There is no choice. Action is neces- 
sary! Rise, men and women. Show 
your will; make your voices heard. 

Down with war! 

Long live the international sol- 
idarity of the proletariat! 



Mrs. William Morris Feigenbaum, 
aged 26, one of the most tireless 
workers for Socialism in Greater New 
York, was drowned in Lake Winola 
near Scranton, Pa., when she went 
beyond her depth. She was dragged 
from the water as she was going 
down the third time but a pulmotor 
failed to revive her. Mrs. Feigen- 
baum was formerly a public school 
teacher and was prominent in the 
teacher-mothers' fight a year ago. 
She is survived by her husband and 
son, Thomas. 



IN m WOSLB OF LIBOR. 



By Max Noyoo. 



OI, YOI! Candidate Hughes told 
a group of automobile workers 
in Detroit: 
"The working men of America are 
not asking for anything they should 
not have. All they want is a square 
deal." 

Fine! But why didn't Hughes make 
that statement when the United Hat- 
ters were before him pleading for a 
square deal, instead of voting to fine 
them upward of $300,000 and classi- 
fying them as trust conspirators? 

Because he wasn't a candidate for 
office just then? 

How many will swallow his bunk 
now? 

Quite a few, including some of 
those who du<? down for an hour's 
wages and chipped it into the fund 
to help the United Hatters save their 
little homes. 

* * * * 

It appears that, after the scanda- 
lous manner in which harvest hands 
have been treated in Western States 
during the past few years the officials 
of at least one State are becoming 
sufficiently ashamed to endeavor to 
end the vallainous scheme of luring 
hundreds of workers from the large 
cities to the wheat fields only to 
swindle and abuse them. Tho State 
Employment Bureau of Kansas an- 
nounces that next year no army of 
city laborers will be called for until 
a job is assured for each man sum- 
moned. A canvas of the farmers 
will be made in' the spring to deter- 
mine just how many workers are 
actually needed before a call is sent 
out. If the same atcion is taken by 
officials of other States a rascally 
form of exploitation can be materially 
reduced. 

• • * • 

More of the court cases growing 
out of the Colorado miners' strike 
have been dropped. All told some 
67 cases were nolled at the re- 
quest of Attorney-General Farrar. 
They do not include the indictments 
against John Lawson, whose con- 
viction on the charge of murder has 
been appealed to the Supreme Court. 
Farrar, it will be remembered, was 
another Rockefeller man elected. He 
probably realizes that the jig is up. 

# $ % )): 

M. Warski, the well-known Social- 



ist and labor advocate of Poland, has 
been arrested and imprisoned in 
Warsaw by the German military au- 
thorities. No reason is given, but it 
may be readily surmised. Warski is 
in bad with all tyrannical ruling 
classes because he persists m agi- 
tating for democratic ideals and re- 
fuses to be muzzled. 



In the Provincial elections in Hol- 
land (which correspond to our Stats 
elections) the Socialist made not- 
able gains.' The Clericals barely held 
their own while the Liberals lost over 
40,000 votes. In South Holland the 
Socialists gained 18,000 votes, de- 
feating five Clericals and three Lib- 
erals and electing eight men, and also 
pulled strong in the Province of 
Grouingen and Friesland, while in 
Overysel the Clericals were ousted 
and lost three members of the Senate, 
the upper house of Parliament, the 
members of which are chosen by the 
Provinces. Spectacular victories were 
won in Rotterdam, where the Social- 
ists carried four out of five Legis- 
lative districts, and in Amsterdam 
they carried five districts. Altogether 
the Socialists elected 67 members to 
the various Provincial Legislatures, 
gaining a total of 27, 17 from the Lib- 
erals and 10 from the Clericals. The 
election :s regarded as significant in 
foreshadowing large gains for the 
Socialists in the general election for 
members of Parliament next year. 
The old party politicians and their 
newspapers are quite disheartened, 
as they played unusually strong on 
the patriotic string thruout the cam- 
paign, urging the voters to stand by 
the present ruling class, who are 
safeguarding the country, etc. While 
the Socialists made a strong advance 
and may become the leading party 
in the lower house of Parliament, the 
Clericals saved enough of their men 
to retain control of the Senate for 
the next three years. But there is 
nothing sure after the lapse of that 
time, judging from the increase in 
Socialist strength this year. 



The libel suit brought against the 
Seattle Times by Hulet M. Wells, 
president of the Central Labor Coun- 
cil and a well-known Socialist, was 
decided in his favor and he was 
awarded $500 damages. Tho Times 
is a bitter anti-Socialist sheet and 
has been in the habit of slandering 
everybody who dares to have an in- 
dependent political thought. Wells 
decided that it was time to call a 
halt, and now perhaps the Times 
will learn to be halfway decent. 



By JOHN SPARGO. 

Socialist Sunday Schools now exist 
in many cities and towns. Whether 
we approve or disapprove, they are 
here and there is every evidence 
that thay are are here to stay. Our 
manifest duty is to make them as 
helpful to the children and to the 
Socialist movement as they can be 
made. 

At present the schools are not very 
efficient. They have to overcome many 
obstacles, chief among these being 
the utter lack of good materials in 
the form of suitable readings, songs 
and lessons. 

Visiting many of our largest Sun- 
day Schools I have been ashamed of 
the crude and sometimes vulgar dog- 
gerel united to inane "music" which 
our children were singing. If our 
public schools used songs of such 
poor quality we would be the first 
to condemn them. And the readings 
and declamations have been open to 
the same objections. 

Want Suitable Material. 

Many of the teachers have felt this 
and have written to the National 
Executive Committee of the party 
asking that steps be taken to provide 
suitable material for the schools. 

In response to these requests I 
have been instructed to co-operate 
with those interested and collect or 
prepare the necessary materials. 

After consulting many of the active 
Sunday School workers I have pre- 
pared the following program, which 
I shall aim to carry out: 

(a) ,The preparation of tv/o books 
of Socialist Readings, one for the 
younger children and one for the 
older children. For the first, my "So- 
cialist Readings for Children" may 
serve as the basis. It can be extended 
in scope and otherwise modified to 
suit the needs. For the older children 
a new compilation is necessary. It 
will include biographical sketches of 
great Socialists like Marx, Engels, 
Morris, Jaures, Hardie, Liebknecht, 
Bebel, etc., with portraits, the sketch- 
es being aimed to inspire the children 
with an understanding of the soul 
of the movement. It will also include 
a selection of suitable revolutionary 
poetry of the past and present, the 
classics from various languages, with 
some accounts of their authors. There 
will be stories of the movement in 
various lands and accounts of the 
great struggles for freedom. Finally, 
simple reading expounding the car- 
dinal ethical principles must have 
place. 

All Can Help. 

In the gathering of this material 
all who have the work of the schools 
at heart can help. I suppose that 
every teacher has found some story 
or poem of outstanding merit, some- 
thing which the children understood 
and responded to. -Most Socialist 
teachers and parents have favorite 
poems and stories for the children 
For these I most earnestly beg. Let 
them be sent to me at once, so that 
the work of compilation may not be 
delayed. 

Ard if there are Comrades who can 
translate suitable material from 
other languages their help is especial- 
ly solicited. 

(b) The compilation of a suitable 
yong book for use in the schools. This 
is to be published in two forms — a 
cheap book at five or ten cents of 
words only and a more expensive 
books of words and music. 

The essentials of a song for this 
purpose are few and simple but 
mightily important: the words must 
be of reasonably high literacy stan- 
dard and must harmonize with our 
ideals. We cannot include clap-trap 
or vulgar or inane doggerel. And the 
music must be worthy and fit for 
mass singing. 

Two Sets Of Lessons. 

(c) The preparation of lessons. A 
large majority of those with whom I 
have conferred have favored the pre- 
paration of two sets of lessons, about 
thirty-six in each set. One set to be 
used by children up to ten or eleven 
and the other by the older boys and 
girls. These lessons it is suggested 
should be printed in leaflet form for 
the use of the individual children. 
Each school would be ftble to purchase 
as many leaflets for each Sunday as 
it had scholars, and the entire series 
could be put up in book form for the 
use of teachers. This is the method 
now followed by the religious Sunday 
Schools. 

I hope to be able to induce some 
competent comrades to prepare these 
lessons. Meantime I am constantly 
hearing of the lessons in use in par- 
ticular schools. I make a strong plea, 
therefore, for sample copios of all 



"THINLY DISGUISED SOCIALISM" 

(From The Milwaukee Leader) 

The beginning of the third year of 
the war brings every nation con- 
cerned to the verge of bankruptcy or 
Socialism. In his review of the situa- 
tion, J. W. T. Mason, of The United 
Press, says: 

It is practically certain that 
in some of the warring nations, 
thinly disguised Socialistic 
seizures of property will have to 
be made to pay the war bills. 
If peace continues to be evasive, 
there will be a few countries that 
in the end will be able to avoid 
widespread confiscation. 
There is a good chance that the 



nearly 10,000,000 Socialists in the 
warring nations may pull off that 
thin disguise and insist on the real 
thing. 

If Republican Presidential Candi- 
date Hughes visited your town, or if 
he is going to visit your town, distri- 
bute a few thousand of our Benson 
Campaign Bombshells and explode 
the fake G. O. P. issues. The first 
of the ten Benson Campaign Bomb- 
shells appears on page one of this 
issue. Great stuff, isn't it? Well, 
pass it along. 



Joyce Kilmer, a well-known So- 
cialist of New York and one of the 
editors of the Literary Digest, has 
been seriously injured by being 
struck by a train in a suburban town. 
Kilmer has been prominent in push- 
ing organization work for the Inter- 
collegiate Socialist Society and is a 
writer of great ability. 



Moving Pictures! 

ADVERTISE your candidates and Socialism in the movies. You 
have been looking for something unique and striking to use in 
the campaign. 
We think we have it. 

Something that will astonish the natives, please the women and 
children, and start everybody thinking about Socialism and the 
Socialist candidates. There are millions of people, men and women, 
voters as well as children, attending the moving picture theatres in 
America every night. Why not get our candidates and our ideas into 
their minds thru the pictures and thus getting them to talking for 
our candidates and our party? 

Here is a plan by which this can be done by any local at a very 
low price, or $2.50 you can get a 30-foot movie film advertising 

BENSON and KIRKPATRICK 

It is what is known as a trick ad or animated film. 
The trick film is described as follows. 

First the screen will appear entirely black. Presently, at the lower 
center of the screen will appear a cipher. This will dance about in a 
curious sort of manner and then be joined by five other ciphers, mak- 
ing six in all. These will dance- around, and are then joined by the 
figure two, and two commas. The ciphers and the figure two quickly 
form themselves in a straight line across the top of the screen, into 
"2,000,000", thus: 

2,000,000 

Next the word "VOTES" appears and dances into position imme- 
diately under the 2,000,000. 

Then the word "for" appears and takes up its position under the 
word "votes" thus: 

2,000,000 
votes 



Now comes the mysterious part of the trick ad. A great number 
of pieces of broken china comes on, on both sides of the word "for". 
These forms themselves in a plaster of paris placque, or platter on 
either side. On each of them appears a picture, — to the left Allan L. 
Benson, and to the right George R. Kirkpatrick. Then immediately 
above the platters will appear the words "President" and "Vice- 
President" respectively, and immediately below the platters will ap- 
pear the candidates' names. Then a3 a finishing touch the words 
"SOCIALISM THIS YEAR" will appear at the bottom of the film 
and the completed ad copy will be shown on the screen a* follows: 




2,000,000 

votes 
f 
o 



For Prosideit 
ALLAN L. BENSON 




For Vica-Presidiit 
GEO. R. KIRKPATRICK 



Socialism This Year. 

These films prepared and ready to present to the theatres can be 
supplied by the National Office, Campaign Department, at the low 
price of $2.50 per film. But before the films are ordered we must have 
at least fifteen to twenty advance orders. We, therefore, ask the com- 
rades of the locals to take this matter up with their local moving 
picture theatres and, if arrangements can be made, order one or more 
of these films. As soon as we have twenty orders we will .place our 
order for the films and the whole scheme is a go. 

In many cases we believe the theatres, especially those that are 
friendly to us, will run these ads without charge. In other cases they 
may charge a small rate, about the same as they would for slides. 
At any rate, let the locals and comrades who are interested in this 
kind of advertising look the matter up at once and let us know. 

The money must accompany the order, but will be returned or held 
subject to your order in case we fail to get the number of orders 
required to make the plan practical. 

Remember, whether this plan succeeds depends on whether we 
get the orders. 

Are you with us? 

Do you want a 30-foot film of animated pictures with which to 
advertise your candidates and Socialism in your local movie picture 
house? If so send us your order and the $2.50 at once. 

30 Feet of Moving Picture Film, $2.50. 

CAMPAIGN DEPARTMENT, SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 



Weekly, &u cents per Year. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST* AUGUST 2 6, 1 9 1 6. 



3 
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Another Fake Wins. 



W 



By LUCIEN SAINT. 
Special Washington Correspondence. 

ASHINGTON. — The much- 
lauded shipping bill, passed 
by the Democratic Congress, is 
a fake government ownership scheme. 
This is why it passed. This is why big 
business is for it, after having shown 
its teeth last year against the original 
and stronger form of the bill. 

The ■ bill allows the government to 
go into the shipping business for a 
time, and then to draw out when it 
becomes profitable. It makes a cats- 
paw of Uncle Sam for the Shipping 
Trust. It does for the capitalists of 
the United States something in which 
the capitalists are too cautious to 
risk their own money. This is exactly 
what was done when the Democrats 
enacted the war risk insurance 
bureau at the outbreak of the war. 
Private capital was too timid to be 
willing to insure marine risks. There 
was nothing to do but to shove it off 
on the federal government — for the 
period of the duration of the war. 
Just as soon as the war stops, the 
federal government will go out of the 
marine insurance business. This, too, 
notwithstanding the fact that, the 
federal government has offered lower 
rates than commercial companies, and 
has, in addition, made several mil- 
lions of dollars for its services. 

Whether they like it or not, gov- 
ernment ownership is fast becoming 
an issue with which the old parties 
will have to deal sooner or later. 
There are a few straight government 
ownership men in the ranks of the 
Republicans, and a few more, pro- 
bably, in the ranks of the Democrats. 
Ii.it on the whole, both parties still 
stick to the policy of fooling with re- 
gulation and private ownership and 
control of industries. They are aignal- 
ly failing in this. They have failed in 
the matter of conservation, in the 
matter of the railroads, the telephone 
and telegraph corporations, and in 
relation to every public utility with 
which the government comes into 
contact. 

And now comes the shipping bill, 
advertised to the radicals as a gov- 
ernment ownership scheme, and with 
a wink, to the conservatives as a 
great boon to the capitalists. You 
san take your choice. In either event 
you pay your money. 

Unrest Rampant. 

WASHINGTON.— In spite of what 
the politicians of both capitalistic 
parties may, can or will say, in- 
dustrial unrest is rampant. "Karl 
Marx, hunger and a longing for hap- 
piness is abroad in the land." Data 
compiled by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, run by a Democratic col- 
lege professor, chosen by Wilson, de- 
monstrates this fact. 

For the first six months of this 
year, there were more than 1,700 
strikes and lockouts in the United 
States. For the corresponding period 
last year there were only 487. Does 
this look like peace and "prosperity"? 

The year began with 151 strikes in 
January. In February there were 
157. In March, labor revolted 215 
times. In April the figure rose to 317. 
In May; the" month of labor,- the grand 
total reached 478. In June it dropped 
to 201, but this figure should be lar- 
ger — probably over 300. 

Of course the conservative Bureau 
of Labor Statistics throws as much 
cold water on these rebellions as it 
possibly can. It says that most of the 
strikes in June were "local in char- 
pcter and devoid of general interest". 
But it excepts from this criticism 
the strikes of the bay and river boat- 
men in San Fivnriscn Bp^ »nd vicin- 
v and on the Columbia River, which 
lasted practically thruout the month 
and in which more than 12,000 men 
were involved. 

Probably three or four years hence 
the learned Bureau will tell why the 
men struck, and what they got. But 
for the present, while the iron is hot, 
everything is being smoothed over. 
Also, there is the campaign to con- 
sider. The Democrats have brought 
prosperity, you know. 

Exposes Rail Barons. 

WASHINGTON.— Government in- 
vestigation of the campaign of pro- 
paganda carried on by the railroads 
against the eight hour day movement, 
will, if made, reveal an amazing web 
of lies, falsifications, political intri- 



A Horse Power System 



By JOHN M. WORK. 

HEN I was a little kid. thrashing was the great 
event of the year. I was initiated into its 
mysteries by a big stiff in blue denim blouse 
and overalls who took his four-tined fork and pitched 
a ton or so of straw on me. That was my earliest 
experience in getting out from under. 

The man who stood on the power and cracked his 
whip at the circle of horses was an immortal to me. 
I dreamed of the day when I might occupy his throne 
above the greasy wheels and look out and down upon 
the world myself. 

* * * * 
STEAM THRASHER CAME. 

BUT THAT day never came. 

The steam thrasher came instead, and the horse 
power disappeared like magic. 

In the time involved, it was but a short develop- 
ment from the primitive flail to the steam thrasher. 

There was an old flail lying around the barn when 
I was a boy. My father had used it in thrashing wheat. 
My father who was a sturdy pioneer, is over ninety 
years of age. He went thru the entire evolution from 
the flail to the steam thrasher. He was a "forty-niner". 
That is, he started from the backwoods of Penn- 
sylvania to go to California in the gold craze of 1849. 
On the way he stopped and thrashed wheat with a 
flail for a Mormon elder near Salt Lake City. By the 
time he had dug enough gold to come back and buy an 
Iowa farm, the horse power thrasher had made its 
appearance. It was in the fullness of its glory when 
I came upon the scene. 

There were rumors that some day there might be a 
thrasher run by steam. Most of the farmers scouted 
the idea. They said, "It can't be did!" 

But I had scarcely reached my teens when the 
whistle of the steamer began to rouse us out of bed 
at daybreak or earlier. 

* * * * 

HOW IT MADE US HUSTLE! 

LORD, how it made us hustle! 

My job was hauling in bundles. It was all right in 
the field, but I never knew what was meant by the 
strenuous life until I tried to keep the famished feeder 
satisfied with sheaves. When I took the lines off the 
standard and drove my rack out from alongside, and 
tried to drink the well dry, the mingled dirt and sweat 
would have defied anyone to tell whether I was an 
Indian, a Negro, a heathen Chinee, or just plain white. 

Later, the improvements came. No feeder. No band- 
cutters. No emptying of half bushels. No double line 
of men shoving the straw back. 

What a contrast with the old slow poke horse power 
machine, fed from one side, with its funny little faded 
bluish measuring box, its stationary stacker, its 
tumbling rod, and my royal hero on his revolving 
throne above the grinding greasy wheels, menacing 
the circle of horses with his whip! 

* * * * 

SLOW POKE SYSTEM STILL HERE. 

IT IS all in the long ago, brother, but we still have 
with us a slow poke industrial system which is very 
much like the horse power thrasher. 

Or, perhaps I am too genorous toward it. Perhaps 
it would be more nearly correct to say that it is like 
the flail. 

Anyhow, the sytem is away behind the times. Let's 
take a look at it and see. 

The great industries are owned by a comparatively 
few people. Their private ownership of the industries 
enables them to get for themselves most of the value 
of the labor of the great masses of the people. It 
follows that the masses of the people, being exploited 
out of most of their earnings, are unable to buy all 
of the things they want and ought to have. Among 
other things, they are unable to buy the farm products 
in sufficient quantities. The result is that the farmer 
receives lower prices for his products because of lack 
of demand for them. 

* * * * 
HERE'S THE REMEDY. 

THE REMEDY is the collective ownership and con- 
trol of the great industries. This will deprive the few 
capitalists of the power to hog things for themselves. 
It will give the masses of the people their full earn- 
ings. As a result they will be able to buy the farm 
products in greater quantities. And that means higher 
prices for the farmer. 

Socialism stands for the collective ownership and 
control of the great industries. 

Another great trouble with the present system is 
that it results in high prices for almost everything 
that the farmer has to buy. The capitalists want big 
profits on their privately owned industries. Their 
ownership of the industries enables them to boost up 
prices. The waste of effort, due to the primitiveness 
of the system, also helps to increase prices. The result 



is that, instead of factory products being sold for their 
actual value, they are sold at prices away above the 
actual value. And the farmer has to pay these prices 
or go without. 

Again, the remedy , is the collective ownership and 
control of the great industries. This will not only 
compel the capitalists to get thgjr .feet out of the 
trough, but it will enable us to run the industries in a 
scientific manner and cut out the waste of effort. All 
this will greatly reduce the prices of the things which 
the farmer has to buy. 

And remember that Socialism stands for the col- 
lective ownership and control of the great industries. 

* # * * 

SOCIALISM BOON TO FARMER. 
SO YOU see that Socialism will be a great boon to 
the farmer even if we said not a word about the land 
itself. 

But Socialism will also solve the land problem. 

Now don't get scared and climb a tree. Socialism is 
not a cross bull waiting to pitch you over the fence. 
It is not going to take away your little farm — if you 
have one. If you have a farm which you are farming 
yourself, Socialism not only will not bother you, but it 
will give you all the great benefits mentioned above. 
The collective ownership of the grain elevators, stock j 
yards, storage warehouses, and railroads, will in itself^ 
be a vast benefit to you; and the collective ownership 
of the other great industries will make the benefit 
still vaster. You will likewise participate in the mani- 
fold blessings of the genuine fraternalism and in- 
dustrial liberty brought about by Socialism. You can 
stay there- on your little farm as" long as you like. If 
you prefer not to engage in collective farming, you 
don't have to. 

But maybe you haven't any farm. The United States 
census shows that, in 1880, 25.5 per cent of the far- 
mers of the United States were renters. It also shows 
that in 1890, 28.4 per cent of the farmers were renters. 
It also shows that, in 1900, 35.3 per cent of them were 
renters. And it also shows that, in 1910, 38 per cent 
of them were renters. 

Just look at these figures climbing the ladder, will 
you? These figures were gathered by non-Socialists, 
and you can depend on it that they would not make 
it look any worse than it is. 

These figures show that just about two-fifths of the 
farmers of the United States are renters, and that the 
percentage of renters is constantly increasing. 

* * * * j 

WHAT DOES SOCIALISM PROPOSE? | 
NOW, what does Socialism propose to do about this ? I 
Why, we propose to make such land collective pro- ! 
perty, and give the farmers who are new bled to death j 
by landlords a chance to farm it co-operatively, and i 
thus get the full value of their product, instead of "j 
dividing up with the landlords. | 
Oh, no, we are not going to rob anyone of his land I 
in order to do this. Yes, I know that a good deal of it j 
is owned by retired farmers who worked hard for H. I 
As for the great tracts of land which have been 
bought for speculation by people who traffic on the 
people's needs, I won't promise that they will be paid j 
a red cent for it. You can pay them if you want to. j 
You will have :\ vote on it. I 
But, as for those who paid for their land by the j 
sweat of their brow, and moved to town to v spend their , 
old age, no one knows their toils and hardships any ; 
better than I do. Of course we shall compensate, them, ! 
either by paying them outright, or by giving them old j 
age pensions. I 
And as for the men and women who have the pri- j 
vilege of farming co-operatively — Say! Life on the i 
farm has often been extolled, but that will lay all past j 
experiences in the shade. They will at last have a j 
chance to farm efficiently. They will be able to shorten 
their hours of labor. No more of that working-from- 
dawn-to-dusk stuff. They will have time for recreation 
and reading and friendship and all the higher things 
of life. They will have all the advantages and con- 
veniences and comforts of the city, without its dis- 
advantages. Farm life will be a jby.'Ihen, both for the 
grown-ups and the kids. * 

* * * * 

VOTE FOR SOCIALISM. 

AND YOU guys who stay on your little private 
farms, you may not believe it now, but I can tell you 
what you'll do all right. You'll come and clamor for 
a chance to sell your farm to the public, so that you 
can get into the joys of the collective farming too. 
If you hang back, your wife and kids will nag at you 
until you do. Your wife will see what a comparatively 
easy and happy time the women of the collective farm 
are having, and she will want to get in. Ditto with the 
kids. They'll see that you come around, even if you 
don't like to give in. 

So, come on and help us to put this old horse power 
system out of business and develop a better one. 

The way to do this is by voting the Socialist ticket. 



The Million Dime Column 



Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

Total number of dimes received up 
to and including Saturday, August 12: 

44,101 

This shows a gain of 2,060 dimes 
since last report. Elsewhere in this 
issue is given an announcement of 
the new plan wherein 5,000 banks are 
being put to work. 

Following is a list of comrades who 
have hustled and done their bit to 
load a bank; is your name among 
them? If not, why not? 



JENNIE A. McGEHE ATTENDS 
WOMAN'S PARTY MEETING. 



No. of 
Bank 



Loaded by 



Address 



No. of 
Dimes 



gue and hatred of labor. In all likeli- 
hood no such investigation will ever 
be made, but the archives of the Gov- 
ernment contain plenty of facts to 
expose the claims of the carriers and 
to uphold the claims of the men. 

Evidence that some of the railroads 
have forced their unskilled and un- 
organized employes to sign petitions 
addressed to President Wilson for the 
purpose of getting him to throw the 
case to the railroads, has reached the 
office of Representative Meyer Lon- 



A CAMPAIGN NOVELTY FOR THE HOME 



H^re is something neat and useful as well. It will be 
welcomed by the women as well as the men comrades. 
JT WILL MAKE FRIENDS FOR THE CAUSE. 
A very attractive article — made of celluloid, beauti- 
jjjj fuJiy colored in red and black, — with the portraits of our 
$ candidates on one side and the Socialist motto "To the 
»+< Workers the lull measure of their toil" and the Party name 
$»j and address on the other. 
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The Socialist Tape Measure 
Campaign Novelty 
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A very attractive souvenir of the campaign for the 
home and will la^t a life time. 

PRICES: 25c each; $2.40 per dozen; $17.50 per 100. 

ADDRESS: 

Socialist Party 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. 



don. According to this information, 
the Rock Island lines have started 
the string of fake petitions, impliedly 
threatening the men who refuse to 
sign with losing their jobs. The plot 
is fully exposed in this letter, sent 
from a Texas town to the Socialist 
Congressman, It tells its own story: 

LETTER TO LONDON. 

"Dear Sir: — Today Roadmastur C. 
B. f.?ne, '»f Talhart, Texas, ivoc'< Is- 
land ,]r\L& vas sent over the liiv 
l v ..vim-i.'n, N. M., to Dalhavt, Tex., 
getting signatures of a^ men wo'.k- 
tiny 'i-ider him and all other omployo* 
of the company except train a\d eu- 
finemen, to a petition t Congress 
and the President of the United 
States asking them to intervene in 
the 'Eight Hour Day Proposition'. 

"The Mexican laborers are required 
to sign this after it is explained in 
English to them, which of course 
they do not understand. Some of 
these Mexicans believe yet that they 
signed something regarding the con- 
troversy between the United States 
and Mexico. 

"We are all told that if we did not 
sign the petition we might all lose 
our jobs, including the officials of this 
division. 

"This letter is being written to you 
in the hope that Congress and the 
President may learn of the circum- 
stances under which the names of 
railroad men are signed to this peti- 
tion. Every man in this town that 
signed it did not wish to, but realized 
that they could do nothing but comply 
with the request in the form of a 
threat, or maybe lose their job. And 
if every town on the line was ap- 
proached like the railroad boys of 
this one was, no doubt there is a 
false impression created by these 
finished petitions. 

"These petitions are to be in with- 
in 48 hours, and no doubt quick action 
will be brought to bear on both Con- 
gress and the President. 

"Do what you can for our interests. 

Yours truly, 



If Republican Presidential Candi- 
date Hughes visited your town, or if 
he is going to visit your town, distri- 
bute a few thousand of our Benson 
Campaign Bombshells and explode 
the fake G. O. P. issues. The first 
of the ten Benson Campaign Bomb- 
shells appears on page one of this 
issue. Great stuff, isn't it? Well, 
pass it along. 



THE MENACE OF MILITARISM. 1 

From The Public (Chicago). 

Not only have the efforts failed of 
Editor Charles Baker of the Hamil- 
ton, Ohio, Socialist to have the mil- 
itiamen who assaulted him brought 
to trial before a civil court, but he 
has himself been arrested on a 
ridiculous charge of sending scur- 
ilous and defamatory matter thru the 
mails. At the hearing before the 
United States Commissioner at Cin- 
cinnati, on August 1, it developed 
that the charge is based on publica- 
tion of an imaginary call to enlist 
addressed to persons engaged in cer- 
tain capitalistic, criminal and vicious 
occupations, with the words added 
'.'Workingmen, follow your mast**s." 
Further on was an article describing 
those who enlist as "poor, weak- 
minded, deluded-brained dubs." The 
article was in poor taste and the 
language as coarse and inelegant as 
some of Roosevelt's expressions on 
pacifism, but if Baker violated the 
law, then every paper has done so 
which reproduced remarks of some 
prominent preparedness advocates. 
The case shows to what lengths mil- 
itarists will go to suppress opposi- 
tion. It gives a little foretaste of 
what may be expected with the pre- 
paredness idea in full swing. 



CAN'T GET ENOUGH 
Many of our readers are finding out 
that one copy of The American So- 
cialist isn't enough. Some want sev- 
eral copies; others want big bundles 
for distribution purposes. The bundle 
rates are as follows: 

One year to one address: 4 copies. 
$1; 8 copies, $2; 10 copies, S2.50; 25 
copies, $6.25; 50 copies, $12.50; 100 
copies, $25. Bundle rates of anv issue: 
1,000 $5; 500, $2.50; 200, $1; 100, 50 
cents. 

It isn't very often that we are able 
to supply bundles of back numbers. 
Better order a bundle every week for 
three, six, eight or 12 months ahead. 
Send all orders to The American So- i 
cialist, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Jack Carney, care The Buffalo So- 
cialist, Buffalo, N. Y., would like to 
learn the address of Arthur Dalton, 
an English propagandist who came to 
America several years ago, artd has 
been lecturing for the Socialist Party. 

Do not petition or beg for what is 
yours. Swat the congressman now 
who asks you to petition. 



589— C. E. Abel, Meadville, Pa M 

658 — Chas. Ammerman, Milton, Pa 12 

868 — R. M. Apitsch, Hollidays Cove, W. Va. 10 

183— C. M. Batdorf, Renovo, Pa S4 

241— L. Bederin, Rochester, N. Y. 3 

91— Henry F. Bleich, Punxautawney, Pa... 11 
385— R. B. Britt, Hartford, Conn 12 

133— Daniel Bornntein, Cleveland, Ohio.. 14 
467 — K. C. Bowers, Winston Salem, N. C... 5 

377— Wm. S. Compton, Loveland, Ohio 15 

406— John B. Cookson, Philipsburg, Pa 17 

896 — Joseph Cush, Dennison, Ohio 39 

362— Chas. Dahms, Pennsburg, Pa 21 

544— J. H. Deardorff, York, Pa 21 

697— W. R. Dowen, Oakland, Cal 18 

2 — A. Dreifuss, National Office 20 

659— S. Dunn, Hartford, Conn 7 

735 — John Durisek, Daisy town. Pa 35 

113— Mrs. H. Efcaman, E. Springfield. Pa... 6 

815— H. J. P. Enemark, Portland, Me 24 

474 — Perry H. Equateff, No. Adams, Mass.. 6 

494— E. K. Esckley, Somerset, Pa 5 

662— C. A. Fike. Braddock, Pa 6 

746 — Geo. Fisher, Ismay, Mont 1 

397— L. Frisby, Terre Haute, Ind 18 

620 — Wm. Fronk, Springfield, Pa 22 

236 — J. Gartclman, Cincinnati, Ohio 13 

4 Si— John Gatherum, Gatewood, W. Va...24 
783— W. W. Golden, Philippi, W. Va... .13 

44 — Elizabeth Goldstein. Boston, Mass. 41 

556— Mrs. Green, Fort Collins, Colo 12 

8C1— W. A. Hall, Wlliamsport, Pa 25 

736 — H. Hammer, Menomonee, Wis 3 

574 — L. A. Hansen, Marshalltown, la 47 

742— Chas. Harms, Follensbee, W. Va.. . 10 
279— Charley Harris, Vinton, La 19 

237 — Mr. Clarence Hellem, Monterey, Cal... 35 

469— Mrs. A.. Herman. Chicago, III 24 

414 — G. A. Herring, Harrisburg, Pa 36 

640— G. A. Herring, Harrisburg, Pa 42 

823 — G. A. Herring, Harrisburg, Pa 22 

423— Frank Hildebrand, Louisville, Ky. ..14 

872— D. T. Hinckley, New York 8 

203 — T. J. Howell, New Castle, Pa 13 

363— Alvin Half, Easton, Pa 18 

732— Philip Itte, Chicago, 111 21 j 

278 — Aug. Johnson, Jamestown, . N. Y 12 

762— A. Kaiser, Erie, Pa 2 

131—1. Kerber, Homestead, Pa 18 | 

404— John Kneisler, Ouray, Colo 21 , 

52— Fritz Kocnig, Woodcliff, N. J 44 1 

471— A. J. Kutcher, Winslow, Ariz 20 I 

883 — Robert Lcitner, San Francisco, Cal... 48 1 

929— A. Levin, Los Angeles, Cal 50 

328 — Paul, Loos, Broad Brook, Conn 16 

304— Alois Louh, New Bedford, Mass 41 j 

816— A. Magging, Hudson Falls, N. Y...10| 

310— Roy Marlett, Bcntleyviile, Pa 7 

421— Chas. Martin, York. Pa 5 | 

795 — Philip May, Norfolk, Va 32 | 

340 — Thomas Moore, Medicine Lake, Mont.. :1 
765 — Frank Morris, Martins Ferry, Ohio... 26 

454— W. K. Nov/ling, New Castls, Pa 40 

814— J as. Notteil, Pottstown, Pa 11 

153 — Emil E. Olsen, Two Harbors, Minn... 1 

765— Emil Olson, Roscan, Minn 18 

400 — S. S. Osasto, Quincey, Mass 46 

867-— B. Patterson, Connellsville, Pa 11 

92— Chas. Paul. Braddock, Pa 30 

024— Julius Pellegrini, Chicago, III 13! 

974 — Amelia Perlmutter, Syracuse, N. Y. . . IT | 

545 — Tom Phillips, Santa Barbara, Cat 3 

822— Frank Podboy, South Fork, l a 35 

207— Leon Quinet, Salem, West Va 16 

C70 — Johanne Rae, Great Falls, Mont 30 

165— J. B. Rheaume, New Bedford, Mass... 10 

885— W. K. Ramsey, Ellwood, Pa 18 

551— Frank I'. Rice, Meadville, Pa 6 

979 — w. F. Robinson, Peabody, Mass 15 

354—1. Saltsgiver, Smithmiu, Pa 10 

813— Fred Sample, Fredell, Pa 33 

865 — Wm. Sanborn, 3omcrviile, Mass 3 

109— Henrv W. Schlegel. Allentown, Pa.... 41 

23— Frank Schutzler, New York 35 

4 — N. A. Segerstrom, Ridgway, Pa 22 

616 — Elam K. Sheldon, Greenfield, Mass... 12 
408 — L. Shomansky, Upper Middletown, Pa. 7 
687—1. Silverman, Springfield, Mass 17 

886— Valeria, Huntington, W. Va 6 

416 — Frank Springer, Aberdeen, S. Dak 14 

64 — Socialist Supply Co., Lons, la 30 

341— J. B. Sours, Clifton Forge, Va 4 

495— J. Spitz, Cleveland, Ohio 19 

607— R. C. Stafforl, Nona, Texas 3 

306— Nels Esterberg, Westford, Mass 14 

600 — Louis C. Schuman, Scranton, Pa 7 

782 — Ewald A. Seltman, Nekoma, Kans. . . 3 
987— Verne E. Sheridan, New York City.. 2 

902— Henry Sabine, Linden, N. J 24 

726 — Henry Schumakcr, Chicago, HI 15 

802 — Jack Schmoler, Detroit, Mich 24 

193— N. A. Schultz, Holyokke, Mass 17 

192 — Chas. H. Synmes, Oakland, Cal 5 

661— Socialist Club, Haverhill, Mass 22 

142— J. Scholom. New York 4 

230 — J. C. Stoddard, Miami, Fla 10 

344 — John Santens, Hazelhurst, Pa 43 

134 — Henry Schumaker, Chicago, 111 7 

477 — D. Edson Smith, Santa Ana, Cal 12 

797 — E. N. Stoner, Rowenna, Pa 18 

A27— Chas. E. Smith, Sellersville, Pa 13 

729 — Allen Stambaugh, York, Pa 5 

117 — Fingal Stening, New Bedford, Mass... 26 

171— W. R. Stille, Nashville, Term 20 

134— Chas. Stringer, Dinuba, Cal 33 

143— E. Stucke, Garrison, N. Dak 37 

597 — H. Spitzer. Fitchburg, Mass 24% 

828— Chas. Studybaker, Dayton, Ohio 1 

144— Howard Stump, Perkrasie, Pa 23 

501— Jake Stutz Tacony, Philadelphia, Pa.. 29 

871— Guy B. Stone, Indian Spring?, Fla 10 

857— Geo. Subick, Wildrose. N. Dak 13 

894 — Svenska Socialisten, Chicago, 111. ... 2 

236 — Theo. Swartz, McKecsport, Pa 17 

479— Mrs. Sziksza, New York 20 

291— Edwin Stoo, Buxton, N. Dak 1 

598— John C. Sheedy,, W. Philadelphia, Pa. 5 

698— S. P. Shonas, Scranton, Pa 27 

207— John Siemer, Columbus, Ohio 20 

421— Chas. E. Sine, Brunswick, Md 8 

643 — S. Sergis, Roxbury, Mass 5 

419— Frank Schmidt, Bronx, N. Y 14 

298— Henry Schumaker, Chicago, III 42 

870— Henry Schumaker, Chicago, III 9 

90s — Frank Schwab, Weehawken, N. J 5 

184— J. H. Sims, Bethel, Ohio 12 

841— H. N. Sisco, Baltimore, Md ...15 

898— F. L. Sladek. Paris, Mo 7 

298— Chas. Stringer, Dinuba, Cal 37 

304— W. E. Sutherland, Chicago, III 20 

865— Mr. Klam Slapit, Chicago, III 2 

765— J. S. Tatman, Chickosha, Okla 18 

49— D. E. Tcter. Perkins, Okla 7 

819— Chas. Tisdale, Wheatland, Pa 10 

228— A. J. Totten, Alliance. Ohio 13 

176— Frederick Thompson. Crafton. Pa. .10 

1 — J. S. Treloar, Mattapan, Mass 35 

384— N. R. Tomlinson, Reading, Pa 24 

406 — Joseph Tumilty, Lincoln, 111 6 

614 — Frank Thompson, Plymouth. Mass 10 

630 — M. E. Thomburg, Reserve, Mont 10 

594— Mrs. Katie Van Peer,, Chicago, III 45 

275— Adolph Bronx, New York 25 

528— Ellis Veller, Linton, Ind 6 

97!)— David Vance, Jenn Lind. Cal 13 

706 — Carl Vogt, Lawrence, Mass 37 

493— A. J. Waddle, Kansas City, Kans 6 

656— John Wallin, Basin, Mont 10 

682— Carl Wang, Draper, Vt 5 

822— Moe. Weintraub, Newark, N. Y. ... 6 

214— Herbert Weltlich, Detroit, Mich 5 

709 — J. Westling, Wannaska, Minn 21 

62— H. O. Wilk, Dunsieth, N. Dakk 9 

949— C. H. Wilson, Ogden, Utah 6 

461 — Arthur Witherow, Mandan, N. Dak... 34 

850— M. F. Willie, Marshalltown, la 5 

146— J. E. Witman, Mt. Holly. N. J 5 

60S— Dr. F. C. Whitacker. Bradentown, Fla. 10 
962— A. L. Wilkinson, Uhrichsvtlle, Ohio... 21 
138— L. D. Wiles, Nashville, Tenn 13 

737— J. B. Williams, Weleetkka, Okla 7 

360— Elizabeth A. Williams, Englewood, Col. 16 
586— Mrs. H. L. Wood, E. Springfield. Pa.. 10 

654— S. O. Woods, Connelsville, Pa 42 

924 — No. Western Pa. Soc. Encampment. . .32 
218— S. Wilhan, Marshalltown, la 21 

92— H. Clifford Wright. Brunswick, Md...l0 
490— J. V. Yingst, Kenosha, Wis. 26 

93— Geo. Zakutne, Oakland, Cal 27 

882 — John Ware, Lawrence, Mass 4 



An interesting report has just been ro- 
ceived from Jennie A. McGehe, Socialist 
state secretary of Colorado, who went to Colo- 
rado Springs as the representative of the 
national organization to attend the conven- 
tion of the Woman's Congressional Union 
and the National Woman's Party. One of the 
resolutions passed by this convention declared, 
"That we congratulate the Progressive, ! J ro- 
hibition and Socialist Parties upon the definite 
stand which they have taken in cheir endorse- 
ment of puffraire for women by national 
action". Miss McGehc's report on this con- 
vention :s lis follows : 

By JENNIE A. McGEHE. 

I attended the convention of the 
Woman's Congressional Union and 
National Woman's Party at Colorado 
Springs, Colo., August 11-12, and re- 
port as follows: 

After the adjournment of the public 
session the morning of the 11th, 1 
was invited to address, for five min- 
utes, the resolutions committee, 
composed of one member from each 
of the 12 suffrage states. I did sc. 
using 10 minutes. I then inquired of 
the chairman of trie convention, Miss 
Annie Martin, if I might be allowed 
to address the convention. She re- 
plied that she would be able to tell 
at 3 P. M. whether or not I would be 
allowed to do so. 

Only Members Admitted. 

As the session that afternoon was 
the one at which the policy to be 
pursued by the Woman's Party dur- 
ing the campaign was to be deter- 
mined upon, I wished to be present 
But I was informed at the door, that 
only members of the Woman's Party 
would be permitted to enter. I was 
given a card, which, if signed, would 
admit me, and was urged by several 
of the leaders, who knew by whom I 
was sent, to sign it. Upon reading it, 
I found that it was an application for 
membership in the Congressional 
Union. The card declared that the 
signer believed Woman Suffrage to 
be the paramount issue of the day, 
and pledged herself to work for suf- 
frage "without regard for the inter- 
est of any political party." This card, 
of course, I could not sign. There 
were also representatives of other or- 
ganizations waiting with me outside 
those closed and carefully guarded 
doors, chief among whom was Miss 
Read, the representative of the 
Hughes Alliance, who had been sent 
by the Alliance from New York City 
to attend the convention. Finally, the 
doorkeeper announced to us that the 
convention had just voted to admit all 
who would sign the cards. Thus were 
admitted all except myself. 

At 5 p. m. I was informed by the 
chairman that I would not be given 
the floor, as this was not customary, 
and that as my appearing before the 
resolutions committee had gained for 
the Socialist Party favorable mention 
in the resolutions adopted by the con- 
vention, we could not reasonably ex- 
pect more. 

Distributes London Article. 

However, your instructions were to 
place before the convention, the posi- 
tion of the Socialist Party upon the 
Suffrage question, and I felt that if 
possible the instructions should be 
carried out. Accordingly, I had struck 
off immediately a thousand bills or 
dodgers bearing Meyer London's ar- 
tfcle Oft the Suffrage Amendment 
which appeared in The American 
Socialist of Nov. 6, 1915. a copy of 
which I had with me. There was a 
great mass meeting to take place 
that evening at eight o'clock. By 
that time we had a force of Socialist 
women organized to distribute the 
leaflets. We distributed the 1000 with 
the exception of one hundred which 
I reserved, that I might hand one to 
each delegate on the morning of the 
12th. 

I also wish to report that the main 
object of the Woman's Party will be 
the securing of the passage of the 
Susan B. Anthony Amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution. It claims to be 
for all who are in favor of that amend- 
ment, and against all who are oppos- 
ed to it. This being true, while I was 
not allowed to address the convention 
or attend a single session of it, ex- 
cept the public opening session, I feel 
that something was really accom- 
plished by each delegate, to say noth- 
ing of the hundreds of outsiders being 
made aware, that the Socialist con- 
gressman is in favor of the Susan B. 
Anthony Amendment. I believe that 
the words of Meyer London, actually 
in congress, with both voice and vote 
on the amendment when it comes be- 
fore that body, will have a far greater 
influence than any words of mine 
could have had. 

Women's Votes To Hughes? 

While the Woman's Party did not 
specifically indorse any political par- 
ty, it seemed to be the tacit under- 
standing that as many as possible of 
the 4,000,000 women's votes would be 
swung to Hughes. I was informed by 
Miss Read of the Hughes Alliance 
that the leaders of the Alliance had 
advised the leaders of the Congres- 
sional Union NOT to indorse the Re- 
publican Party specifically for 
reasons of "political expediency". It 
was believed that by so doing they 
might offend those women who were 
sympathetic to the Democratic. Pro- 
gressive, Socialist, or Prohibition 
Parties; that by not doing so they 
would lose few votes to these parties, 
and by offending no one might gain 
votes cast by lukewarm members of 
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these parties who would support any 
one who promised suffrage and stood 
a good chance of being elected. 

In conclusion, I beg that you will 
allow me to state that I believe that 
the Republicans will probably pass, if 
elected, the suffrage amendment. I 
also believe that unless the Socialist 
Party makes a tremendous effort to 
reach the politically and economically 
uneducated women of this country, 
the enfranchisement of women may 
mean a retrogression in national af- 
fairs for a few years. It is likely that 
the Republican politicians will at- 
tempt to use the votes of the newly 
enfranchised and grateful women to 
saddle upon the nation a program of 
militarism. Women are more emotion- 
al, very often, than men, more con- 
ventional, more easily made the vic- 
tims of that disease called patriot- 
ism. They are more susceptible to the 
influence of the jingo. 

Women Defeated Waite. 

In Colorado, when woman suffrage 
was introduced many years ago, the 
politicians used the woman vote to 
defeat the Populist governor, Waite, 
who sent the troops to the strike 
district to protect instead of shoot 
the miners, and who had done more, 
perhaps, than any other man to se- 
cure "Votes for women" in Colorado, 
in every mill and factory, practically, 
where large numbers of women were 
employed, there were placed placards 
bearing about these words: "If the 
Populists re-elect Waite, this factory 
will be closed." The politically inex- 
perienced, frightened, and * brow- 
beaten women slaves voted against 
Waite to save, as they thought, their 
jobs. The women of Colorado have 
had the vote so long now that they 
cannot be stampeded by the politici- 
ans more easily than can men, but 
the millions of eastern and southern 
women who have not had the politi- 
cal experience of our western women 
will be pliable material for the cap- 
italists to use for the furtherance of 
their schemes during the next few 
years. 

It would seem, then, that after this 
presidential campaign is over, the 
Socialist Party should spare no effort 
to reach the women of this country 
with our propaganda, for woman 
suffrage is coming to this nation and 
coming soon. The vote of an un- 
trained and unenlightened woman- 
hood may prove most harmful. The 
vote of an educated motherhood will 
bring the co-operative commonwealth. 
The educating of the nation's women 
is the right sort ot "preparedness" 
for Socialists to advocate. 
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THE TRUTH 
ABOUT 
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By ALLAN L. BENSON 
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may be made brighter by this book. 
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BECOME A~PHYSICIAN ~ 

MEDICINE, SURGERY, BACTERIOLOGY, 
PUBLIC HEALTH, CHEMISTRY AND AL- 
LIED SCIENCES offer the greatest opportuni- 
ties to ambitious men and women. 

The CHICAGO HOSPITAL COLLEGE OF 
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of DOCTOR OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 
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LLANO IS A SOCIALIST CITY 

With Cooperation Established 

The Llano del Rio Cooperative Colony in Los Argelcs County, California, 
has 800 residents and hundreds more' are planning to como within the next 
few months. It is the greatest community of thio kind in the world. It is 
the greatest community of this kind in the world. It is an assured success, 
has nfty industries, and everything is owned collectively and managed 
democratically. A saw mill, dairy, gardens, orchards, Montcssori school, 
hotel, printing plant, newspaper, majrazine, machine shops, brickyard, lime 
kiln, laundry, rug and carpet factory, cannery, baths, barber shop, commis- 
sary, poultry yards, etc., are among the institutions owned collectively. 
There is no other city of this kind the world, none that offers equal opportun- 
ities, that insures employment, that provides ior the aged and the orphans. 
It is the best insurance. It is the realization of your ideal. It is SUCCESS. 
Send at once for the illustrated pamphlet "The Gateway to Freedom". Sub- 
scribe for the WESTERN COMRADE, published monthly, or the LLANO 
COLONIST, weekly newspaper, printed at the colony by the colonists. 
Fifty cents a year each; both for seventy-five. 
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5, 000 Banks Raising 

Record Campaign Fund 

■ 

FIFTY THOUSAND DIMES to- 
ward the Million Dime Campaign 
Fund being raised by the Socialist 
Party have already been received. 
Fifty thousand dimes from as many 
workers thruout the country. Fifty 
thousand dimes representing that 
many little self sacrifices and self 
denials, thrown into a pot to make 
one huge working class fighting cam- 
paign fund. 

No other party in the history of the 
working class can boast of such a 
fund. It is a truly proletarian cam- 
paign fund. It consists of hard 
earned, blood and sweat dimes that 
workers have contributed. The. 
Million Dime Campaign Fund 
has taken hold of the imagina- 
tion of the rank and file of 
the Socialist Movement as nothing 
else heretofore. The aim set is a Mil- 
lion Dimes — One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars and we are going to get it. 
There are at least one million work- 
ers who are going to give one dime 
at a time to fight capitalism. And 
this year we are going to fight cap- 
italism with a spirit that will throw 
fear into the hearts of the plutes. 

Make It One Million. 

Fifty thousand dimes is a good 
start. We must make 'it a Million. 
The chain letters, dime cards are still 
in circulation. They can still be had 
for the asking. But the big feature 
now is the DIME BANK. 

The National Executive Committee 
of the Socialist Party at its last meet- 
ing went over the plan in detail 
and gave it its most serious consi- 
deration. The Committee then author- 
ized the purchase of 5,000 Dime 
Banks to be used in raising a huge 
campaign fund not only for the na- 
tional office but for the local and 
state organizations thruout the coun- 
try as well. 

The new plan in brief is to divide 
the proceeds of the Million Dime 
Fund between the Local, Slate and 
National Organizations on the follow- 
ing basis : 

On all contents received in banks 
coming from a given city, the local 
in that city will be credited with 
twenty-five per cent, the state in 
which that city is located will be cre- 
dited with twenty-five per cent and 
the balance of fifty per cent will be 
retained by the National Office of 
the Socialist Party, which will finance 
the entire expense of the banks, 
shipping, overhead expenses, etc. 

This is an additional opportunity 
for the members of the Socialist Par- 
ty to do some team work. By keep- 
ing a bank busy you ere at one stroke 
helping your local, your state and the 
National Office. 

What 1,000,000 Dimes Will Do. 

One Million Dimes will work won- 
ders in Socialist agitation. It will 
keep a veritable army of speakers 
and organizers in the field. It will 
work huge presses over-time turning 
out Socialist leaflets by the millions. 
It will bring the socialist message to 
the doors of the workers of the coun- 
try. It will make Socialism the issue 
of the hour. It will awaken workers 
to thought and action. It will roll up 
an enormous vote for Socialism. It 
will elect able comrades to local, 
state and national legislative bodies. 
It will bring the day of working class 
emancipation nearer. 

The 5,000 banks are in circulation 
now. The percentage to be credited 
to the states and locals will be check- 
ed off on all banks reaching the Na- 
tional Office after September first. 
Every local secretary in Washington, 
California, Texas, Nevada, Minneso- 
ta and Colorado, has received a bank. 
Local secretaries in other "states will 
receive their banks shortly. Members 
of locals and readers of The Amer- 
ican Socialist thruout the country can 
have a bank for circulation by writ- 
ing for it to the Million Dime Depart- 
ment, Socialist Party, 803 West Madi- 
son street, Chicago, 111. There is al- 



Henry Dubb Picks Out His Cartridge 




main issue, Socialism, which i* t&£ 
fundamental and over-shadowing one, 
lend some of their efforts to combat- 
ing the evils of nationalism, clerical- 
ism, and alcoholism. 



ways a large waiting list of friends 
and comrades who are awaiting their 
turn for a bank. Send your name in 
now and you will get your bank at 
the first opportunity. The bank is a 
round small celluloid affair that will 
easily fit the vest pocket. It will hold 
between 35 and 50 dimes when loaded 
to the brim. 

Send for your bank now. Work for 
your local, state and national or- 
ganization. Let us all pull together. 
Team work, team work and more 
team work. 



The marriage vow is endangered 

some more, and, -rest assured, the 
wicked Socialists are plotting its 
destruction. It has been translated 
into Esperanto. At Annapolis, Md., 
a few days ago, John Stevens Horn, 
of San Jose, Cal., and Isabelle A. 
McCaffery, of Washington, were 
joined as man and wife by Rev. J. 
L. Smiley, of St Anne's Church, who 
is also a member of the Socialist 
party. The ceremony was performed 
in the Old State House, where 
George Washington resigned his 
commission in the army, and the 
service was entirely in Esperanto, 
the first of its sort in the world. 
Understanding no more about Es- 
peranto than they do about socialism, 
many of our pious moralists will 
doubtless conclude that the cere- 
mony was invented by the devil for 
the purpose of sanctioning concubin- 
age. 

Indiana is being stirred from one 

end to another by the campaign in 
the Debs' district and the greatest 
advance in the history of the Social- 
ist movement in the state is pre- 
dicted. Among the speakers touring 
Indiana are Walter Millard, Lillith 
Martin, Florence Wattles, Joe Zim- 
merman, Alletha Hart and William 
W. Farmer. "Comrades everywhere 
may rest assured that the Socialists 
of Indiana are making the fight of 
their lives this year, and we expect 
to be one of leaders among the 
states in an advance of votes when 
they are cast and counted, Nov. 7", 
writes State Secretary William H. 
Henry. 

If Republican Presidential Candi- 
date Hughes visited your town, or if 
he is going to visit your town, distri- 
bute a few thousand of our Benson 
Campaign Bombshells and explode 
the fake G. O. P. issues. The first 
of the ten Benson Campaign Bomb- 
shells appears on page one of this 
issue. Great stuff, isn't it? Well, 
pass it along. 

The man who wants a job or any- 
thing else is in want. 



Follow up the distribution of those Benson 
Campaign Bombshells with a campaign for subs 
for The American Socialist. Get a list of TEN 
WEEKS FOR TEN CENTS SUBS! Here's a sub 
blank all ready for you: 



Special Campaign Offer No. 2 
10 Weeks For 10 Cents 

The American Socialist, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 

I want to take advantage of SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 

OFFER NO. 2. I therefore enclose herewith $ 

to pay for 10 week subs at 10 cents each to the 

following: 

NAME ADDRESS 



Sender's Name 
Street No 



City State 



NOTE. — Please write as plainly as possible. More names can be 
added to this list by cutting out the blank and pasting to a separate 
sheet of paper. 



Shipley Jumps 
To Eleot Debs 

By MAYNARD SHIPLEY. , 
Associate Campaign Manager. 
Fifth Indiana Congressional District. 

EACH DAY that comes and goes 
brings to the Debs Campaign 
headquarters new evidences of 
a surprising increase in Socialist sen- 
timent, not only in Terre Haute, but 
thruout che state and nation. From 
all parts of the country, letters of 
encouragement and sympathy are 
being received. In Terre Haute itself, 
the popularity of Debs :'s made 
manifest in many ways. To walk 
three blocks down the street with 
'Gene, is an interesting but slow pro- 
cess. All kinds and conditions of men 
hold up their foremost citizen for a 
hearty handshake and an affectionate 
word of good cheer. Everybody loves 
Debsi 

- But let it not be imagined for an 
instant that the task of sending Com- 
rade Debs to Congress from the Fifth 
District is going to be an easy one. 

Tremendous Task Ahead. 

There are large out-lying sections 
of the district in which little or noth- 
ing is known of the Socialist move- 
ment, and where even the name of 
Eugene V. Debs is not known as we 
know it. There is a tremendous task 
ahead of us, at best. Each day the 
job is growing more formidable. The 
full support of the Socialists of the 
entire country is needed, if we are 
to make the victory ours! AND WE 
MUST WIN. WE SHALL WIN! 

The original "Debs for Congress" 
campaign headquarters has been 
abandoned, the working force being 
crowded to the walls by the augment- 
ed activities. A better location was 
found at 624% Wabash Avenue, right 
on the main street and in the heart 
of the business section of the city. 
The Big Task Ahead. 

The big task before the campaign 
managers now is finding the means 
to reach the thousands of farmers 
who have as yet heard little or noth- 
ing of the great Socialist movement 
with its inspiring message. 

However regretable it undoubtedly 
is, the fact remains that in large 
sections of the six Counties compris- 
ing the Fifth Congressional District 
of Indiana, the message of Social- 
ism has seldom been heard. 

To send speakers and literature in- 
to these unorganized counties means 
in most cases, more or less of a flat 
expenditure. Collections in many 
cases would be insignificant in cover- 
ing this cost. 

But this pioneer work must be done 
before we can hope to hear the elo- 
quent voice of Debs in Congress. 

And this trail-blazing work must 
be done in such a way as to lay a 
permanent foundation in these here- 
tofore neglected sections for the 
future Industrial Republic. 

The time to do this missionary 
work is RIGHT NOW! 

Using the candidacy of "Debs for 
Congress" as a starting point, our 
speakers could command the serious 
attention of the voters at this auspi- 
cious moment, when they are in the 
most receptive mood. 

What Is Needed. 

There is just one way in which to 
accomplish all the propaganda work 
that must be done in the rural 
districts to make Debs' election a cer- 
tainty: we must have from four to 
six automobiles in the field, not only 
for transportation of speakers from 
place to place, including one or more 
visits to each and every school-house, 
but for a house-to-house distribution 
of literature! This is a great under- 
taking. But the Cause is worth it. 
And 'Gene is worth it, many times 
over. 

Let each and every comrade in the 
United States who realizes the im- 
portance of our winning in this fight, 
— Socialism versus Capitalism — who 
feels that Comrade Eugene V. Debs 
is worthy of the best effort and sup- 
port that the Socialists of America 
can possibly give him and our Cause, 
send in his share of the cost of con- 
ducting this world-watched contest, 
so that we may bring it to a success- 
ful close on Nov. 7th. 



Into Struggle 
To Congress 



THE PANAMA CANAL. 

Public Ownership Successfully 
Worked Out in the Canal Zone; by 
W. J, Donaldson, Seven Years a 
Foreman on The Panama Canal. 

Fourteen years of marvelously 
successful business. During 1913 
Isthmian Canal Commission 



nited States) netted f 105,533.63 
in the Subsistence Department on 
a business of $7,500,000. 

Mr. Donaldson's • booklet is a 
strong, practical, convincing argu- 
ment for Socialism, and a clincher 
for the opponents of Government 
Ownership and Operation. Price 
10 cents and postage. Order thru 
Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison 
St., Chicago. 




' Maynard Shipley. 

The campaign for -the election 
of Comrade Eugene V. Debs to 
Congress, from the Fifth District 
of Indiana, began with increased 
activity, August 14th. Comrade 
Maynard Shipley, recently editor 
of the Northwest Worker, of 
Everett, Wash., and also editor 
of the Labor Journal, of the same 
city, arrived in- Terre Haute, 
Sunday, and entered at once upon 
his duties as representative of 
the National Office, or of the So- 
cialist Party, in the Debs con- 
gressional campaign. It was 
thought that inasmuch as the 
fight to send "Our Gene" to 
Congress is one in which every 
Socialist in the United States is 
deeply interested, with many 
sending in donations to the 
fighting fund, it would be proper 
to have, in their behalf, an as- 
sociate campaign manager, to 
work in co-operation with Com- 
rade Noble C. Wilson, the cam- 
paign manager. Comrade Ship- 
ley, editor and speaker, was 
elected to the position by the Na- 
tional Executive Committee upon 
warm recommendation of Com- 
rade Debs and Noble C. Wilson, 
and other comrades who have 
learned of the splendid services 
rendered the party by Comrade 
Shipley during the past ten 
years. Besides assisting in the 
management of the campaign, 
Comrade Shipley will deliver a 
number of speeches thruout the 
Fifth District between now and 
Nov. 7th. 



Socialist Red Week! 



A wad of money these days is 
roll of honor. 



Socialist Hopes and Prospects. 

(From The Christian Science Monitor.) 

Aside from the two principal politi- 
cal parties and their temporary off- 
shoots — as, for instance, the Liberal- 
Republican movement in 1872 and the 
Progressive movement in 1012, and 
aside from the People's or Populist 
party in 1892, no political organiza- 
tion in the United States has polled 
a number of votes equal to that re- 
corded to the credit of the Socialist 
party four years ago. This is true 
of the country's balloting for the pre- 
sidency since the beginning. To put it 
in another way, with the three ex- 
ceptions noted, no other organization 
has come nearer winning the title of 
third party than the Socialist. 

The vote cast for Eugene V. Debs 
in 1912, was greater than that cast 
for Andrew Jackson or John Quincy 
Adams in 1828, than that cast for 
Andrew Jackson or Henry Clay in 
1832, than that cast for Martin Van 
Buren and for William Henry Harri- 
son, Hugh L. White, Daniel Webster 
and Willie P. Mangum, all combined, 
in 1836. Is exceeded by over 600,000 
the vote cast for the Free Soil candi- 
date in 1848; it exceeded the vote cast 
for Millard Fillmore in 1856 and for 
John C Breckinridge, the pro-slavery 
Democratic candidate, in 1860. 

The best the Greenbackers could do 
in the height of the fiat money move- 
ment was 307,306; the Prohibition-' 
ists have never passed the 300,000 
mark. The Socialist party in 1912 pol- 
led 901,873 votes. The vote of the 
People's or Populist party in 1892 
was 1,041,028. In other words, Eugene 
V. Debs in 1912 came within 139,155 
votes of reaching the Populist high- 
water mark. In the election which 
gave Weaver 1,041,028 votes a So- 
cialist ticket was offered for the first 
time, and the name was qualified or 
modified by the addition of "Labor." 
The Socialistic-Labor ticket of that 
year received only 21,164 votes. Eight 
years later a Social Democratic ticket 
polled 87,814 votes and the Socialistic- 
Labor ticket 39,739 votes. In 1904 
the vote for Debs reached 402,283; in 
1908 the Socialist strength wt-.s some- 
what diffused and its percentage of 
gain much reduced, but in another 
four years the vote of the party had 
doubled. 

Our Chicago correspondence, re- 
porting the views of the Socialist na- 
tional headquarters in that city, an- 
nounces that the expectation of the 
leaders of that party rises to a 
higher pitch than ever this year. 
That is, they are calculating upon 
polling no fewer than 2,000,000 votes. 
Some of the reasons for the hope that 
is in them may be given: The party 
has shown a steady and a rapid 
growth from the beginning. There 
are evidences of the fact that it has 
been making increasing drafts for 
recruits upon the discontented in both 
of the great parties. Thus, it made its 
largest gain in 1912 when the Re- 
publican party split. There appears 
to he ground for the belief that a 
large number of those who voted the 
Progressive ticket in 1912, hoping 
thereby to assist in the upbuilding 
of a gieat new liberal party, now 



Socialism will remain a dream only 
so long as the workers refrain from 
making it a reality. 



that the Progressive party has been 
practically dissolved will go over to 
Socialism as the most feasible way 
to the realization of their ideals. 
Aside from general tendencies in 
public thought which, it is held, are 
away from rather than toward the 
older organizations, the Socialist par- 
ty has behind it a completely equip- 
ped organization capable of carrying 
on a wider educational propaganda 
thin ever before. It has now one 
member of Congress. It expects to 
add three more next November, There 
is a probability of electing a Socialist 
United States senator from Nevada 
With 2,000,000 votes the Socialist 
party would still be greatly in the 
minority, since the total popular vote 
of the United States in 1912 was 15,- 
036,542. The popular vote of Wilson 
over Roosevelt was greater than the 
total vote hoped for by the Socialists 
this year. But that is not th*> point 
The point is, that the Socialist party 
at the present ratio of gain must 
soon be recognized as a very impor- 
tant factor in the national political 
situation. With over 900,000 votes 
four years ago and with fair pros- 
pects of a large increase this year, it 
is a party to be reckoned with. 

DUTCH YOUNG SOCIALISTS 
FIGHT MILITARISM. 

Several back numbers of the organ 
of the Y. P. S. L. of the Netherlands, 
(Zaaier Group), show us that the. 
movement in that country is making 
steady progress. Their paper is 
called "De Jonge Socialist", and is 
noted for its radically anti-military 
stand. A headline of the July, 1916, 
issue reads, "Young workers of the 
Netherlands, the Ministry of the 
Dutch capitalist class has made the 
first grab into our ranks, and by 
brute force has impressed fifty - of our 
comrades" into "our" over-seas mur- 
der and robbery machinery (the 
navy). Wake up and fight, strengthen 
your organization." 

All efforts to widen the basis of 
conscription are being fought by the 
young socialists, who are taking a 
true internationalist standpoint. A 
stirring poem entitled "Forge New 
Unity" decorates the front cover of 
the June issue, and the leading ar- 
ticle is headed. "Servia murdered; is 
this the destiny of Holland?". But 
the article does not advocate more 
power and "preparedness" to their 
capitalist exploiters, it places the 
blame for the destruction of the little 
Balkan country where it belongs, on 
the shoulders of its own nationalists. 
The blame for 'the present war is 
placed in the same place, upon those, 
radicals and reactionaries alike, who 
placed geographical interests above 
those of the working class. 

They announce that the organ of 
the S. D. A. P., "The Tribune" has 
become a daily paper, and rejoices 
that this .great need of the Dutch 
workers has at last been met. Ex- 
plaining that the time is over when 
all they can do is to fight for their 
own existence as an organization, 
they announce that in the future they 
will, in addition to fighting for the 



Here's the program: 

SUNDAY, Sept. 3.— Benson- 
Kirkpatrick and Literature Dis- 
tribution Day. Distribute liter- 
ature in morning. Hold mass- 
meeting or picnic afternoon or 
evening. 

MONDAY Labor Day, Sept. 4 
Labor Union and Farmers' Day. 
Distribute appropriate literature 
among organized and unorgan- 
ized workers and among the far- 
mers. Join with labor unions and 
farmers' organizations in celebra- 
tion of this. day. 

TUESDAY, Sept. 5.— Member- 
ship Day. Devote this day to- 
ward rounding up the delinquent 
members, getting the deserters 
back into the organization, and in 
bringing new members into the 
partv. 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 6,-Wagt 
Fund Day. Urge the contribu- 
tion by all workers of at least 
half the day's wages on ^ this day 
to the Socialist campaign fund. 

THURSDAY, Sept. 6.— Youn» 
People's Socialist League Day. 
Use all efforts in building up the 
Young People's movement in 
your locality. 

FRIDAY, Sept. 8.— The Amer- 
ican Socialist's Day. Use every 
means possible to build up the 
circulation and influence of the 
national weekly, The American 
Socialist, or in strengthening the 
local Socialist nress. 

SUNDAY, Sept. 10.— The Final 
Effort — Campaign Fund Day.. 
Devote all energy toward getting 
contributions to the campaign 
fund, thru meetings, circulation 
of dime banks, contribution lists, 
punch cards, etc., etc., winding 
up the week in a blaze of glory. 
DO YOUR PARTI 



Pearson's Will 
Illustrated. 



Be 



Beginning with the September 
number PEARSON'S will become 
an illustrated magazine. Cost of 
production will necessarily be in- 
creased as the magazine is im- 
proved. 

In view of these facts the 
management has decided to with- 
draw on November 1st the fifty 
cent certificates by means of which 
Pearson's has been subscribed for 
at the rate of $1.00 a year. 

The withdrawal of these certifi- 
cates also means that on and after 
November 1st all clubbing rates 
will also be raised. 

Subscribe NOW and get The 
American Socialist for one year 
and Pearson's for 9 months both 
for one dollar. 

Send orders to 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



HAMLET IN HEAVEN. 

A remarkable book purporting: to have been 
written by Shakespeare to celebrate the fourth 
centennary of his death. Takes the characters 
of the piay of Hamlet, and shows how they 
"mixed it" «n the other world before they 
found peace and happiness. A five act play. 
Fred D. Warren pronounces it "One of the 
finest things I ever . read. The pictures are 
striking and beautiful, the language is superb, 
the humor is infectious, and the philosophy 
very much like my own conception of the 
future, if there is a future, must be." Debs 
says of it: "I read it thru to Mrs. Debs at a 
sitting, and she thinks it wonderful." It 
docan t matter in the (east what you think 
of the claims of the book, as William Marion 
Reedy, of the St. Louis Mirror, says, "it Is 
worth the fifty cents asked for it. It is 
published by The New World, Lincoln Phifer's 
Paper-Magazine, Girard, Kansas. 



The Carpenter And 
The Rich Man. 

FEW copies of this book left. 
This was a regular dollar 
book, but we will send you one or 
more copies at the price of 50 cents, 
postage paid — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison Sf;., Chicago. 



the War 



leans- 



C WAR is a pitiless revealer'of 
motives. 

C The present war is a struggle 
for economic supremacy be- 
tween the capitalist interests 
of various nations. 

C But — what are the deeper 
economic causes? The "law 
of motion" driving the nations 
to slaughter? 



By LOUIS B. BOUDIN 

Aithfr tl "The Theoretical System of Karl Men." 

C This book tells you, in a pop- 
ular but thoroughly scientific 
way. 

C "Socialism and War" has at- 
tracted attention in Europe 
and America. Boudin is a 
great Marxian scholar. His 
explanation of the economic 
basis of Imperialism is superb. 

C No scientific jargon — a 
clear intelligible study of 
Socialism, Capitalism and 
War. 



Price $1.10, Postpaid 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 
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As it appears on the lapel 
of your coat or on your waist 



FUN FOR SOCIALISTS 

Everybody enjoys a good joke. Here's one you can ring up that will make 
friends for socialism while you advertise your candidates. 

The Socialist 
Liberty Bell Badge 

A Pretty Bright Red Celluloid Badge, 
With White Lettering .... 



Ii surprises ana pleases your friend. A, little wit often wins more, 
than a heavy argument. 

Here's a campaign novelty that will win friends and make votes. 

Only 5c Each— Postpaid 

Will sell like hot canes on a cold frOsty morning, AT PICNICS. RAL- 
LIES, CAMPAIGN MEETINGS, ENCAMPMENTS, ETC. 

PRICES: 

Five CENTS EACH-6 FOR 25 CENTS 
#3.£>0 FOR lOO — JPostpaict 

ORDER AT ONCE. START THE BELLS RINGING. 

SOCIALIST PARTY CAMPAIGN DEPARTMENT 

803 West Madison Street CHICAGO 




As it appears to your aston- 
ished friend who accepts 
your invitation and "pulls 
the rope". 
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